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PREFACHE

BY THE EDITOQR.

Tur Avraor of these Journals requested me, in January
1865, a few days before his death, to take charge of
them with a view to publication at some future time. He
left that time to my discretion, merely remarking that
Memoirs of this kind ought not, in his opinion, to be
locked up until they had lost their principal interest by
the death of all those who had taken any part in the
events they describe. He placed several of the earlier
volumes at once in my hands, and he intimated to his
surviving brother and executor, Mr. Henry Greville, his
desire that the remainder should be given me for this
purpose. The injunction was at once complied with after
Mr. Charles Greville’s death, and this interesting deposit
has now remained for nearly ten years in my possession.
In my opinion this period of time is long enough to remove
every reasonable objection to the publication of a contem-
porary record of events alrecady separated from. us by a
much longer interval, for the transactions related in these
volumes commence in 1818 and end in 1837. I there-
fore commit to the press that portion of these Memoirs
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which embraces the Reigns of King George IV. and
King William IV., ending with the Accession of her
present Majesty.

Tn accepting the trust and deposit which Mr. Greville
thought fit to place in my hands, I felt, and still feel,
that I undertook a task and a duty of considerable
responsibility ; but from the time and the manner in
which it was offered me I could not decline it. I had
lived for more than five-and-twenty years in the daily
intercourse of official life and private friendship with Mr.
Greville. Sir George Cornewall Lewis, to whom he had
previously intended to leave these Journals, died before
him. After that event, deeply to beregretted on so many
accounts, Mr. Greville did me the honour to select me
for the performance of this duty, which was unexpected
by myself; and my strong attachment and gratitude to
him for numberless acts of kindness and marks of confi-
dence bound me by every consideration to obey and
execute the wishes of my late friend.

In the discharge of this trust I have been guided
by no other motive than the desire to present these
Memorials to the world in & manner which their Author
would not have disapproved, and in strict conformity with
his own wishes and injunctions. He himself, it should be
said, had frequently revised them with great care. He
had studiously omitted and erased passages relating to
private persons or affairs, which could only serve to gratify
the love of idle gossip and scandal. The Journals contain
absolutely nothing relating to his own family, and but
little relating to his private life. In a passage (not now
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published) of his own writings, the Author remarks :—
¢ A journal to be good, true, and interesting, should be
¢ written without the slightest reference to publication,
¢ but without any fear of it: it should Be the transcript
¢ of 2 mind that can bear transcribing. I always contem-
‘plate the possibility that hereafter my journal will be
¢ read, and I regard with alarm and dislike the notion of
cts containing matters about myself which nobody will
¢ care to know’ (January 2nd, 1838).

These notes were designed chiefly to preserve a record
of the less known causes and details of public events which
came under the Author’s observation, and they are inter-
spersed with the conversations of many of the eminent men
with whom he associated. But it must be borne in mind
that they are essentially what they profess to be—a con-
temporary record of facts and opinions, not altered or made
up to square with subsequent experience. Hence some
facts may be inaccurately stated, because they are given in
the shape they assumed at the time they were recorded,
and some opinions and judgments on men and things are
at variance (as he himself acknowledges and points out)
with those at which the writer afterwards arrived on the
same persons and subjects.  Our imf)ressions of what is
passing around us vary so rapidly and so continually, that
a contemporary record of opinion, honestly preserved,
differs very widely from the final and mature judgment of
history : yet the judgment of history must be based upon
contemporary evidence. It was remarked by an acute
observer to Mr. Greville himself, that the nuances in
political sociely are so delicate and numerous, the
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details so nice and varying, that uunless caught at the
moment they escape, and it is impossible to collect them
again. That is the charm and the merit of genuine con-
temporary records.

The two leading qualities in the mind of Mr. Greville
were the love of truth and the love of justice. His natural
curiosity, which led him to track out and analyse the
causes of events with great eagerness, was stimulated by
the desire to arrive at their real origin, and to award to
everyone, with judicial impartiality, what appeared to
him to be a just share of responsibility. Without the
passions or the motives of a party politician, he ardently
sympathised with the cause of Liberal progress and Con-
servative improvement, or, as he himself expresses i,
with Conservative principles on a Liberal basis. He was
equally opposed to the prejudices of the old Tory aristo-
cracy, amongst whom he had been brought up, and to the
impetuous desire of change which achieved in his time so
wany vast and various triumphs. His own position, partly
from the nature of the permanent office he held in the
Privy Council, and partly from his personal intimacies with
men of very opposite opinions, was a neutral one ; but he
used that neutral position with consummate judgment and
address to remove obstacles, to allay irritations, to compose
differences, and to promote, as far as lay in his power, the
public welfare. Contented with his own social position,
he was alike free from ambition and from vanity.
No man was more entirely disinterested in his judgments
on public affairs, for he had long made up his mind that
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he had nothing to gain or to lose by them, and in the
opinions he formed, and on occasion cunergetically main-
tained, he cared for nothing but their justice and their
truth. I trust that T do not deccive mysclf in the belief
that the impressions of such a man, faithfully rendered at
the time, on the events happening around him, will be
thought to possess a permanent value and intcrest. But
"I am aware that opinions governed by no party standard
will appear to a certain extent to be fluctuating and even
inconsistent. Ihave not thought it consistent with my duty
as the Editor of these papers to suppress or modify any of
the statements or opinions of their Author on public men
or public events ; nor do I hold myself in any way respon-
sible for the tenor of them. Some of these judgments of
the writer may be thought harsh and severe, and some of
them were subsequently mitigated by himself. But those
who enter public life submit their conduct and their lives to
the judgment of their contemporaries and of posterity, and
this is especially true of those who fill the most exalted
station in society. Every act,almost every thought, which
is brought home to them leaves its mark, and those who
come after them cannot complain that this mark is as
indelible as their fame. The only omissions I have
thought it right to make are a few passages and expres-
sions relating to occurrences in private life, as to which
I have sought to publish nothing which could give pain
or annoyance to persons still alive, and two or three more
anecdotes which appeared to sin against this rule have
been obliterated in this edition.
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Tt will be observed that these Journals begin in the
year 1818, when Mr. Greville was barely twenty-four
years of age, and indeed I possess some notes of an earlier
period, which it was not thonght desirable to include
in this publication. At that age Mr. Greville had
but a short experience of life, without the opportuui-
ties of information which he subsequently enjoyed ; con-
sequently the first two or three chapters of the first
volume are of secondary interest, and the political value of
the work begins with the retirement of Lord Liverpool.
But it is by his own express desire that these chapters are
retained to complete the series, and the particulars relating
to the Duke of York and to the Queen’s trial are not
without interest. As the Author advanced in life his
narrative increases in valuc both in substance and in
style, and the most important portion of it is that which
must at present be reserved for future publication.

Of the Author of these Journals it may suffice to say
" that Charles Cavendish Fulke Greville was the eldest of
the three sons of Charles Greville (who was grandson of
the fifth Lord Warwick), by Lady Charlotte Cavendish
Bentinck, cldest daughter of William Henry, third Duke
of Portland, K.G., who filled mauy great offices of State.

He was born on the 2nd of April, 1794. Much of his
childhood was spent at his grandfather’s house at Bulstrode.

He was educated at Eton and at Christ Church, Oxford ;
but he left the University early, having been appointed
private secretary to Earl Bathurst before he was twenty.
The influence of the Duke of Portland obtained for
him early in life the.sinecure appointment of the Secre-
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taryship of Jamaica, the duties of that office being per-
formed by deputy, and likewise the reversion of the Clerk-
ship of the Council. He entered in 1821 upon the duties
of Clerk of the Council in Ordinary, which he discharged
for nearly forty years. During the last twenty years of
his life Mr. Greville occupied a suite of rooms in the
house of Earl Granville in Bruton Street, and there, on
*the 18th of January, 1865, he expired. I was with him
on the previous evening until he retired to rest; from that
sleep he never woke.

No additions whatever have been made to the text of
these Journals. The passages occasionally interposed
in a parenthesis, at a later date, to correct or comment
upon a previous statement, are all by the hand of the
Author. So likewise are the notes distinguished by no
mark. For the notes included in brackets [ ] the Editor
is responsible. I am much indebted to the critics, whether
friendly or hostile, who have enabled me by their investi-
gations to correct the inaccuracies which had crept into
the earlier editions of this work, and I have gladly
availed myself of their suggestions to render it more ac-
curate. Some additional notes have also been inserted
containing information which has been recently obtained.
I may therefore venture to hope that this edition (the
fourth) is more correct than those which have preceded
it, and more worthy of the favour with which these jour-
nals have been received by the public.

Hexry REERVE.
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1818.

| BEGAN to keep a Journal some time ago, and, after con-
tinuing it irregularly, dropped it entirely. I have since felt
tempted to resume it, because, having frequent opportunities
of mixing in the society of celebrated men, some particulars
about them might be interesting hereafter.

June 7th.—The dissolution of Parliament is deferred on
account of the mistakes which have been made in passing
the Alien Bill. On Friday night the exultation of the
Opposition was very great at what they deemed a victory

VOL. I. B
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over the Ministers. It issaid thatthere will be 100 contests,
and that Government will lose twenty or thirty members.
The Queen was so ill on Friday evening that they expected
she would die. She had a severe spasm. !

The Duchess of Cambridge ? has been received in a most
flattering manner here, and it is said that the Duchess of
Cumberland is severely mortified at the contrast between her
reception and that of her sister-in-law. On the Sunday
after her arrival the Duke took her to walk in the Park,
when she was so terrified by the pressure of the mob about
her that she nearly fainted away.

The Regent drives in the Park every day in a tilbury,
with his groom sitting by his side; grave men are shocked
at this undignified practice.

June 21st.—I dined at Holland House last Thursday.
The party consisted of Lord Lansdowne, Mr. Frere, and
Mrs. Tierney and her son. After dinner Mr. Frere repeated
to us a great deal of that part of ¢ Whistlecraft’ which is not
yet published.® I laughed whenever I could, but as I have
never read the first part, and did not understand the second,
I was not so much amused as the rest of the company.

On Friday I went to the Stud-house, where a great party
was assembled to see the stock and buy them. After visit-
ing the paddocks, Bloomfield * gave a magnificent dinner to

1[Queen Charlotte, consort of George IIL, died on the 17th of No-
vember of this year, 1818.]

# [Prince Adolphus Frederick, Duke of Cambridge, seventh son of George
1L, married on the 7th of May, 1818, Augusta Wilhelmina Louisa, Princess
of Hesse, youngest daughter of the Landgrave of Hesse-Cassel. Ernest,
Dulke of Cumberland, the King’s fourth son, married on the 29th of August,
1815, at Strelitz, the Princess Frederica, third daughter of the Duke of Meck-
lenburg-Strelitz. This lady had been twice married before, first to Prince
Frederic Louis Charles of Prussia, and secondly to the Prince of Salms-
Braunfels. As the Duchess of Cumberland had been divorced from her
last husband, the Queen received her with great coldness; and the position
in which she was placed contrasted strongly with that of the Duchess of
Cambridge on her marxriage.]

* [The whole poem of ¢ Whistlecraft’ has since been republished in the
collected works of the Right Hon. Hookham Frere.]

4 [Sir Benjamin Bloomfield filled the offices of Marshal and Chief
Equerry to the Regent, and in 1817 he became Receiver-General of the
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the company in a tent near the house; it was the finest
feast I ever saw, but the badness of the weather spoilt the
entertainment.

The Queen’s illness was occasioned by information which
she received of the Duchesses of Cumberland and Cambridge
having met and embraced. This meeting took place as if
by accident, but really by appointment, in Kew Gardens;
and the Duke of Cambridge himself informed the Queen of
it. She was in such a rage that the spasm was brought on,
. and she was very near dying.

June 24th.—The elections are carried on with great
violence, and every day we hear of fresh contests being in
agitation. The disgraceful scenes which have taken place
in Westminster excite universal shame and indignation.
The mob seem to have shaken off the feelings and the usual
character of Englishmen, and in the brutal attacks which
they have made on Captain Maxwell have displayed the-
savage ferocity which marked the mobs of Paris in the worst.
times. He has been so much hurt that his life is now in
aanger. Sir F. Burdett told me this morning that as soon
as he was at the head of the poll he thought he should
appear upon the hustings and thank the people for having:
raised him thus high. Itis supposed that Burdett has laid.
out 10,000l. on this election, though his friends do not
acknowledge that he has spent anything. Itis clear that
the open houses, cockades, and bands of music we have seen
these three days were not procured for nothing.

Lord Castlereagh went to the hustings, and voted for
Sir Murray Maxwell; he was hooted, pelted, and got off
with some difficulty. His Lordship’s judgment was not very
conspicuous on this occasion ; both Sir Murray’s friends and
enemies are of opinion that Lord Castlereagh’s vote did him
a great deal of harm and turned many men against him.
The severest contests will be in Wiltshire, Herefordshire,
Devonshire, and Lincolnshire. The elections are going

Duchy of Cornwall and Keeper of the Privy Purse to the Prince. The
Stud-house of Hampton Court had been given him as a residence, Ile was
raised to the peerage in 1825.]

B2
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against Government generally ; in London partlcularly, as the
Ministers lose one seat in the Borough and two in the City.
This last election is the most unexpected of all. Curtis
has been member for twenty-eight years, and has been used
to come in very high on the poll. On this occasion the con-
test between him and Alderman Thorpe was severe, bub
Curtis would have carried it had not Wood and Waithman
coalesced with Thorpe the last day, and thrown their spare
votes over to him; this determined the election in his favour.!

June 80th.—There was an affray yesterday afternoon in
Covent Garden. Sir Murray Maxwell’s people paraded about
a large boat drawn bysix horses. Burdett’s mob attacked and
demolished the boat, and this action having raised their spirits,
the contest continued. The consequence was that a large
party of Horse Guards were marched into Covent Garden, and
paraded there during the rest of the night. The people ex-
pressed their discontent by cries of ¢This is what they call
freedom of election !’ ¢ Burdett for ever !’ &c.?

August 4th.—1I went to Oatlands® on Saturday. There was
a very large party—Mr. and Mrs. Burrell, Lord Alvanley,
Berkeley Craven, Cooke, Arthur Upton, Armstrong, Foley,
Lord Lauderdale, Lake, Page, Lord Yarmouth. We played
at whist till four in the morning. On Sunday we amused
ourselves with eating fruit in the garden, and shooting at a
mark with pistols, and playing with the monkeys. I bathed
in the cold bath in the grotto, which is as clear as crystal and
as cold as ice. Oatlands isthe worst managed establishment
in England ; there are a great many servants, and nobody
waits on you; a vast number of horses, and none to ride or
drive.

August 15th.—The parties at Oatlands take place every

1 [Sir William Curtis was the Ministerial candidate in the City of
T.ondon: he was thrown out, and Messrs. Wood, Waithman, Wilson, and
Thorpe were returned.]

2 [The Westminster election terminated as follows:—Sir Samuel
Romilly, §,339; Sir Francis Burdett, 5,238; Sir Murray Maxwell, 4,808;
Henry Hunt, 84.]

i *‘kf]Oatlands Park, Weybridge, at that time the residence of the Duke of
Forlk,
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Saturday, and the guests go away on Monday morning. These
parties begin as soon as the Duchess leaves London, and last
till the October meetings. During the Egham races thereis
a large party which remains there from the Saturday before
the races till the Monday se’nnight following ; this is called
the Duchess’s party, and she invites the guests. The Duke is
only there himself from Saturday to Monday. There are
almost always the same people, sometimes more, sometimes
less. We dine at eight, and sit at table till eleven. Inabout
a quarter of an hour after we leave the dining-room the Duke
sits down to play at whist, and never stirs from the table as
long as anybody will play with him. When anybody gives
any hint of being tired he will leave off, but if he sees no
signs of weariness in others he will never stop himself. He
is equally well amused whether the play is high or low, but
the stake he prefers is fives and ponies.! The Duchess gene-
rally plays also at half-crown whist. The Duke always gets
up very early, whatever time he may go to bed. On Sunday
morning he goes to church, returns to a breakfast of tea and
cold meat, and afterwards rides or walks till the evening.
On Monday morning he always sets off to London at nine
o’clock. He sleeps equally well in a bed or in a carriage.
The Duchess seldom goes to bed, or, if she does, only for an
hour or two; she sleeps dressed upon a couch, sometimes in
one room, sometimes in another. She frequently walks out
very late at night, or rather early in the morning, and she
always sleeps with open windows. She dresses and break-
fasts at three o’clock, afterwards walks out with all her dogs,
and seldom appears before dinner-time. At night, when she
cannot sleep, she has women to read to her. The Duchess
of York ? is clever and well-informed ; she likes society and
dislikes all form and ceremony, but in the midst of the most
familiar intercourse she always preserves a certain dignity
of manner. Those who are in the habit of going to Oatlands
are perfectly at their ease with her, and talk with as muach

. [Five-pound points and twenty-five pounds on the rubber.]
2 [The Duchess of York was horn Princess Royal of Prussia; she married
the Duke of York in 1791, and died on the 6th of August, 1820.]-
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freedom as they would to any other woman, but always with
great respect. Her mind is not perhaps the most delicate;
she shows no dislike to coarseness of sentiment or language,
and I have seen her very much amused with jokes, stories,
and allusions which would shock a very nice person. But -
her own conversation is mever polluted with anything the
least indelicate or unbecoming. She is very sensible to little
attentions, and is annoyed if anybody appears to keep aloof
from her or to shun conversing with her. Her dogs are her
greatest interest and amusement, and she has at least forty
of various kinds. She is delighted when anybody gives her
a dog, or a monkey, or a parrot, of all of which she has a
vast number ; it is impossible to offend her or annoy her
more than by ill-using any of her dogs, and if she were to see
anybody beat or kick any one of them she would never forgive
it. She has always lived on good terms with the Royal
Family, but is intimate with none of them, and goes as little
as possible to Court. The Regent dislikes her, and she him.
With the Princess Charlotte she was latterly very intimate,
spent a great deal of time at Claremont, and felt her death
very severely. The Duchess has no taste for splendour or
magnificence, and likes to live the life of a private individual
as much as possible.

The Duke of York is not clever, but he has a justness of
understanding, which enables him to avoid the errors into
which most of his brothers have fallen, and which have made
them so contemptible and unpopular. Although his talents
are not rated high, and in public life he has never been
honourably distinguished, the Duke of York is loved and
respected. He is the only one of the Princes who has the
feelings of an English gentleman ; his amiable disposition
and excellent temper have conciliated for him the esteem
and regard of men of all parties, and he has endeared
himself to his friends by the warmth and steadiness of his
attachments, and from the implicit confidence they all have
in his truth, straightforwardness, and sincerity. He delights
in the society of men of the world and in a life of galety and
pleasure. He is very easily amused, and particularly with
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jokes full of coarseness and indelicacy ; the men with whom
he lives most are trés-polissons, and lo polissonnerieis the ton of
his society. But his aides-de-camp and friends, while they do
not scruple to say everything before and to him, always treat
him with attention and respect. The Duke and the Duchess
live upon the best terms; their manner to one another is
cordial, and while full of mutual respect and attention, they
follow separately their own occupations and amusements
without interfering with one another. Their friends are
common to both, and those who are most attached to the
Duke are equally so to the Duchess. One of her few foibles is
an extreme tenaciousness of her authority at Oatlands; one
way in which this is shown is in the stable, where, although
there are always eight or ten carriage horses which seldom do
any work, it is impossible ever to procure a horse to ride or
drive, because the Duchess appropriates them all to herself.
The other day one of the aides-de-camp (Cooke) wanted to
drive Burrell (who was there) to Hampton Court; he spoke
of this at breakfast, and the Duke hearing it, desired he
would take the curricle and two Spanish horses which had
been given to him. The Duchess, however, chese to call
these horses hers, and to consider them as her own. The
curricle came to the door, and just as they were going to
mount it a servant came from the Duchess (who had heard
of it) and told the coachman that her Royal Highness knew
nothing of it, had not ordered it, and that the curricle must
go home, which it accordingly did.

September 3rd.—1I went to Oatlands for the Egham races.
The party lasted more than a week; there was a great
number of people, and it was very agreeable. Erskine was
extremely mad ; he read me some of his verses, and we had
a dispute upon religious subjects one morning, which he
finished by declaring his entire dishelief in the Mosaic
history. We played at whist every night that the Duke was
there, and I always won. The Duchess was unwell most of
the time. We showed her a galanterie which pleased her
very much. She produced a picture of herself one evening,
which she said she was going to send to the Duchess of
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Orleans; we all cried out, said it was bad, and asked her
why she did not let Lawrence paint her picture, and send a
miniatare copied from that. She declared she could not afford
it ; we then said, if she would sit, we would pay for the pic-
ture, which she consented to do, when all the men present
signed a paper, desiring that a picture should be painted
and a print taken from it of her Royal Highness. Lawrence
is to be invited to Oatlands at Christmas to paint the picture.
The men who subscribe are Culling Smith, Alvanley, B.
Craven, Worcester, Armstrong, A. Upton, Rogers, Luttrell,
and myself, who were present. The Duchess desired that
Greenwood and Taylor might be added. From Oatlands I
went to Cirencester, where I stayed a week and then re-
turned to Oatlands, expecting to find the Queen dead and
the house empty, but I found the party still there.

Ampthill,} September 9th.—I1 rode down here to-day,
Alvanley and Montrond came in a chaise and four, and
were only three hours and three-quarters coming from town.
Luttrell and Rogers are here. The dinner very bad, because
the cook is out of humour. The evening passed off heavily.

Ampthill, September 11th.—The Duke and Duchess of
San Carlos came yesterday with their two daughters, one of
whom is fourteen and the other twelve or thirteen years old.
The eldest is betrothed to the Count Altimira, a boy of seven-
teen years old, son of one of the richest Spanish grandees.
He has 70,000l a year. The Duke of Medina-Ceceli before
the French invasion had 215,0001. a year.

Lord Holland was talking to Mr. Fox the day after the
debate on the war (after the Peace of Amiens) about public
speakers, and mentioned Sheridan’s speech on the Begums.
Tox said, ¢ You may rest assured that that speech was the
finest that ever was made in Parliament’ Lord Holland
said, ‘It is very well of you to say so, but I think your
speech last night was a pretty good one.’ Fox said, ¢ And
that was a devilish fine speech too.’

*[Ampthill Park, at that time the seat of Lord and Lady Holland,
who had inberited it from the Earl of Upper Ossory. On the death of Lady

Holland Ampthill was purchased by the Duke of Bedford, and has since
been inhabited by Lord and Lady Wensleydale.]
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Teddesley, November 30th.—1I went to Tixall on Tuesday,
the 10th of November. There were Luttrell, Nugent, Montagu,
Granville Somerset (who went away the next day), and
afterwards Granville Vernon, Wilmot, and Mr. Donald. I
never remember so agreeable a party—¢le bon gofit, les ris,
laimable liberié.” Everybody was pleased because each did
what he pleased, and the tone of the society was gay, simple,
and clever.

It is hardly possible to live with a more agreeable man
than Luttrell. He is difficult to please, but when pleased
and in good spirits, full of vivacity. He has a lively imagi-
nation, a great deal of instruction, and a very retentive
memory, a memory particularly happy for social purposes,
for he recollects a thousand anecdotes, fine allusions, odd
expressions, or happy remarks, applicable to the generality
of topics which fall under discussion. He is extremely
sensitive, easily disconcerted, and resents want of tact in
others, because he is so liable to suffer from any breach of
it. A sceptic in religion, and by no means austere in morals,
he views with indulgence all faults except those which are
committed against society, but he looks upon a bore with
unconcealed aversion. He is attached to a few persons
whose talents he respects and whose society he covets, but
towards the world in general he is rather misanthropical,
and prides himself upon being free from the prejudices which
he ridicules and despises more or less in everybody else.
Detesting the importance and the superiority which are
assumed by those who have only riches or rank to boast of,
he delights in London, where such men find their proper
level, and where genius and ability always maintain an
ascendancy over pomp, vanity, and the adventitious circum-
stances of birth or position. Born in mystery,? he has
always shrouded himself in a secresy which none of his
acquaintance have ever endeavoured to penetrate. He has

1 [Tixall, the seat of Sir Clifford Constable in Staffordshire, was let at
this time to Lord and Lady Granville.]
? [Mr. Luttrell was believed to be a natural son of Lord Carhampton.

He had sat in the last Irish Parliament before the Union, and died about
1855 at a very advanced age.]
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connections, but they are unknown or only guessed at. He
has occupations, amusements, and interests unconnected
with the society in which he publicly moves. Of these he
never speaks, and no one ever ventures to ask him any
questions.  Ostensibly he has no friend. Standing thus
alone in the world, he derives but little of his happiness from
others; and he seems to delight in the independence of his
feelings as well as of his situation. He is very witty and
says excellent things, brilliant in general society and pleasant
in téte-a-téte. Many men infinitely less clever converse more
agreeably than he does, because he is too epigrammatic, and
has accustomed himself so much to make brilliant observa-
tions that he cannot easily descend to quiet, unlaboured talk.
This only applies to him when in general society ; when alone
with another person he talks as agreeably as possible.

Nugent is clever, and in many respects a more amiable
companion than Luttrell, though very inferior to him in
ability. He is well-informed, gentlemanlike, sensible, with -
good manners, good taste, and has a talent for music; he is
always in good humour, and discriminating without being
difficult.

Lady Granville! has a great deal of genial humour,
strong feelings, enthusiasm, delicacy, refinement, good taste,
naiveté which just misses being affectation, and a bonhomie
which extends to all around her.

Nothing could exceed the agreeableness of the life we led
at Tixall. We breakfasted about twelve or later, dined at
seven, played at whist and macao the whole evening, and
went to bed at different hours between two and four. ¢ Nous
faisions la bonne chére, ce qui ajoute beaucoup & Pagrément
de la société. Je ne dis pas ceci par rapport & mes propres
golits ; mais parce que je I'ai observé, et que les philosophes
n’y sont pas plus indifférents que les bons vivants.’

When the party at Tixall was over we all removed to

! [Henrietta Elizabeth, daughter of William, fifth Duke of Devon-
shire, married in 1809 to Lord Granville Leveson Gower, created Viscount
Granville in 1815, and Earl Granville in 1833, during his embassy at the
Court of France.]
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Teddesley. Littleton® is good-natured, liberal, hospitable,
and anxious to oblige, but he wants tact, and his table is
more copious than refined. The house is ugly and in an
ugly situation; the rooms are small, but not ill furnished.
The dinners were not good, and Luttrell and Nugent were
both very angry at the badness of the fare. We had a
brilliant chasse. Luttrell left Teddesley on Monday, the
Granvilles on Sunday, and Nugent and I on Tuesday; we
travelled together to Oxford. He is very agreeable, full of
information, and has a great facility in expressing himself.
‘We parted at Oxford. I went to Redrice and came to town
on Sunday.

Tixall was the most agreeable party I ever was at. We
were all pleased and satisfied ; we played at whist, and after-
wards at macao. Littleton was the greatest winner and
Lord Granville the loser. Iwrote a description of the macao
in verse :—

MACAO.
The solemn chime from out the ancient tower ?
Tnvites to Macao at th’ accustomed hour.
The welcome summons heard, around the board
Each takes his seat and counts his iv'ry hoard.
"Tis strange to see how in the early rounds
The cautious punters risk their single pounds,
Till, fired with generous rage, they double stake
And offer more than prudent dealers take.
My Lady $ through her glass with keen delight
Observes the brisk beginnings of the fight;
To some propitious, but to me unkind,
‘With candour owns the bias of her mind,
And asks of Fortune the severe decree
T’ enrich the bhappy Skew,* to ruin me.
The fickle Goddess heard one-half the prayer,
The rest was melted into empty air ;
For while she smiled complacent on the Skew,’
On me she shed some trifling favours too.

1 [Edward Littleton, Esq., at that time M.P. for the county of Stafford ;
raised to the Privy Council in 1833, when he became Chief Secretary for
Ireland, and to the peerage under the title of Baron Hatherton in 1835.]

* A clock tower, 3 Lady Granvillé,
4 E. Montagu. 5 'We gave him this nickname.
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Sure Granville’s luck exceeds all other men’s

Led through a sad variety of tens;?

The rest bave sometimes eights and nines, but he
Is always followed by ¢ the jolly three;’?

But the great Skew some guardian sylph protects,
His judgment governs, and his hand directs

‘When to refrain, when boldly to put in

And catch with happy nine the wayward pin.®

The next morning Luttrell came down with a whole
paper full of epigrams (I had been winning at macao, and
had turned up five nines in my deal) :—

Why should we wonder if in Greville’s verses
Each thought so brlliant and each line so terse is?
For surely he in poetry must shine

‘Who is, we know, so favoured by the nine.*

THE JOLLY TENS.

Quoth Greville, ¢ The commandments are divine;
But as they’re ten, I lay them on the shelf:

O could they change their number and be nine,
I’d keep them all, and keep them to myself!’

Thus we trifled life away.

1819.

Januwary 17th.—1I went to Burleigh on the 23rd of Decem-
ber; there was no one there but Irby. The house disap-
pointed me very much, but it is a very fine showplace. I
went away on the 27th to Middleton; there were the
Culling Smiths, Worcesters, Sir James Mackintosh, Ossuls-
tons, Nugent, &ec.; it was very agreeable, and the house
extremely comfortable. TLady Jersey ® is an extraordinary
woman, and has many good qualities; surrounded as she

1 Tens, ruinous at macao. 2 Tens.

3 The middle pin, a large gain.

4 Nines are the grand desiderata at macao.

5 [Sarah Sophia, eldest dsughter of John, tenth Earl of Westmoreland,
and heiress of Robert Child, Eso. of Osterley Park, her maternal grand-
father.] .
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is by flatterers and admirers, she is neither proud nor con-
ceited. She is full of vivacity, spirit, and good nature, but
the wide range of her sympathies and affections proves that
she has more general benevolence than particular sensi-
bility in her character. She performs all the ordinary duties
of life with great correctness, because her heart is naturally
good ; and she is, perhaps, from her temperament exposed to
fewer temptations than the generality of her sex. She is
deficient in passion and in softness (which constitute the
greatest charm in women), so that she excites more of
admiration than of interest; in conversation she is lively and
pleasant, without being very remarkable, for she has neither
wit, nor imagination, nor humour; her understanding is
active rather than strong, and her judgment is too often
warped by prejudice to be sound. She has a retentive
memory and a restless mind, together with a sort of intellec-
tual arrangement, with which she appears rather to have
been gifted by nature than to have derived it from the culti-
vation of her reasoning faculties.

I went from Middleton to Oatlands. The Duke was not
there. We had the Smiths, Worcesters, Alvanley, Stanhope,
Rogers, Luttrell, George Dawson, Lord Lauderdale, &ec.
Lord Erskine was ill, and Lord Lauderdale was taking care
of him. The house was very uncomfortable, and the room I
was in small, noisy, and inconvenient.

I came to London on Friday last. Parliament having
et on the Thursday, it is very full, and is filling more and
more every day. The Opposition expect to divide 180 on the
Bank question; they talk of re-establishing the dinners
which they used to have in Fox’s time.

Rogers is in a nervous state about his poem, and trembles
at the reviewers.!

January 28th.—1 went to Gorhambury on the 24th to
shoot. The Duke of York was there. We should have had
a brilliant chasse, but it rained. We went out at three and
killed 105 pheasants.

1 [Rogers’ poem entitled ¢ Human Life’ was on the eve of publication.
The reviewers treated it more tenderly than it deserved, as appears below.]
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There las been some skirmishing in the House of
Commons, particularly the night before last, on Dr. Hallo-
ran’s petition, when the Opposition (Bennet duce) got com-
pletely beaten. Many of the new members have spoken,
but Mr. Lawson, a soi-disant wit, and Sir R. Wilson have
failed lamentably. It is odd enough that Wilson made a
reply to an attack which Cobbett had inserted in one of his
papers upon him. Cobbett said that he would make a silly
speech in Parliament and destroy himself, and it is just what
he did. The Opposition were very angry with Sir J. Coffin,
who, with the candour of a novice, had made himself informed
of the facts of the petition, and finding they were against
his friends, said so in the House.

Arbuthnot told me some particulars about Tierney. He
began by being a friend of Mr. Pitt, and in one of his speeches
on the Southwark or Colchester election he praised him in
opposition to Mr. Fox. This latter never liked him, and
the Regent assured Arbuthnot he had letters of Tierney
in his possession thanking him for having endeavoured to
remove Mr. Fox’s antipathy to him. When Addington came
in, Pitt advised him to get Tierney, as nobody would be so
useful to him. He did accordingly, and so Tierney became
a member of the Administration.! When Pitt came again
into office a negotiation was opened with him through
the medium of Charles Long. He was offered the Chief
Secretaryship in Ireland, which he wished to have, but he
made it a condition that he should not be in Parliament.
To this Mr. Pitt would not agree, as he said that he must
commit himself with them entirely or not join them at all;
he refused, not choosing to commit himself, and the negotia-
tions broke off.

January 31st.—I dined with Lady Bathurst yesterday.
‘We talked of the approaching contests in Parliament, and
she said that she felt more apprehensive now than ever she
had done for the safety of the Government, that it was impos-

! [Right Hon. George Tierney, Treasurer of the Navy and P.C. in 1803,
Prisgd;n]t of the Board of Control in October, 1806, Member of the Mint
in1827.
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sible for Ministers to stay in if they were defeated, as they
had occasionally been in the last Parliament, and that if they
were defeated she should attribute it all to Vansittart, who
is a millstone about their necks. I asked why they did not
get rid of him, and she said that it was from good-nature;
they had scruples about telling him he was inefficient and
must resign. She said that Canning’s conduct had been
so good towards them, they were very anxious to put him in
some more considerable office.

February 3rd.—1 went- with Bouverie to Newmarket on
Monday to look at the horses. On Wednesday I came to
town and went on to Oatlands. Madame de Lieven was there.
This woman is excessively clever, and when she chooses bril-
liantly agreeable. She is beyond all people fastidious. She
is equally conscious of her own superiority and the inferiority
of other people, and the contempt she has for the understand-
ings of the generality of her acquaintance has made her
indifferent to please and incapable of taking any delight in
general society. Her manners are very dignified and grace-
ful, and she is extremely accomplished. She sometimes
endeavours to assume popular and gracious manners, but
she does this languidly and awkwardly, because it is done
with an effort. She carries ennui to such a pitch that even
in the society of her most intimate friends she frequently owns
that she is bored to death. She writes mewmoirs, or rather a
journal, of all that falls under her observation. She is so
clever, has so much imagination and penetration, that they
must be very entertaining. She writes as well as talks with
extraordinary ease and gracefulness, and both herletters and
Ler conversation are full of point; yet she is not liked, and
has made hardly any friends. Her manners are stately and
reserved, and so little bonhomie penetrates through her
dignity that few feel sufficiently attracted to induce them to
try and thaw the ice in which she always seems bound.!

1[A very imperfect character of Princess Lieven, with whom Mr.
Greville was at this time but slightly acquainted. But in after years he
became one of her most intimate and confidential friends, and she frequently
reappears in the course of these memoirs.]
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February 5th.—I have finished Madame de Staél’s ¢ Con-
sidérations sur la Révolution Francaise.” Tt is the best of her
works, extremely eloquent, containing the soundest political
opinions conveyed in a bold and eloquent style. Itis perhaps
too philosophical and not sufficiently relieved by anecdotes
and historical illustrations. Her defence of her father is
written with much enthusiasm and great plausibility, but
the judgment of the world concerning Necker is formed, and
it is too late to alter it. The effect of her eloquence is
rather weakened by the recollection of her conduct to him,
for she lived with him as little as possible, because she could
not bear the ennut of Coppet.!

February 9th.—The Opposition are in a state of the
highest exultation on account of the division in the House
of Commons last night on Brougham’s being added to the
Bank Committee. The numbers were 173 to 135. They
triumph particularly in this strong minority because the
attack upon Brougham in the ¢Quarterly Review’ was
deemed so successful by the Ministerial party that they
thought he would not be able to lift up his head again. The
review is extremely well done, as all allow. It is supposed
to be written by Dr. Ireland [it was by Dr. Monk?], and
that Canning supplied the jolkes, but Arbuthnot assured me
he had no hand in it.

February 10¢th.—Wilberforce made a speech last night
which reminded one of the better days of the House of

1 [In the latter years of Madame de Stagl’slife Coppet became one of the
most brilliant social resorts in Europe, for she attracted there the Schlegels,
B. Constant, Bonstetten, Sismondi, Byron, and a host of other celebrities.
Towards her father Madame de Stael expressed the most passionate regard.]

?[Dr. Monk, not Dr. Ireland, was the author of the article. Monk
became Bishop of Gloucester in 1830. This passage relates to the celebrated
article on the Report of Mr. Brougham’s Committee on the Education of
the People which appeared in the ¢Quarterly Review’ of December 1818,
The article was a violent one, but it is amusing to see the effects attributed
to it at the time. Some controversy has since taken place as to the share
Canning had in it. I have myself seen the letters from Gifford (editor of
the ¢ Review’) to Dr. Monk, in which he speaks of the additions which have
been made to the article; and there is the strongest internal evidence that
these purpures panni were added by Canning. The subject is discussed
in the ¢ Edinburgh Review’ for July 1858.]
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Commons. He presented a petition from the Quakers
against the Criminal Code, and introduced a compliment to
Romilly. Castlereagh was in a minority in the Committee
concerning the equerries of the Windsor establishment; he
wished to keep two more than Tierney proposed ; the latter
had eight to six in the Committee.!

February 14th.—George Lamb has been proposed in
opposition to Hobhouse.? The latter drew this opposition
upon himself by his speech, and still more by the reports of
his Committee, in which they abused the Whigs in un-
measured terms. Lambton went to Hobhouse and asked
him if he would disavow the abuse of Lord Grey, which
his Committee had inserted in the document they printed;
he refused, on which the opposition was determined upon
and begun. McDonald proposed Lamb, but they would not
hear him ; Evans seconded him. G. Jones made a very good
speech in proposing Cartwright. Burdett and Kinnaird
both spoke with moderation in proposing Hobhouse. It is
generally supposed that Lamb will win.

Rogers’ poem is disliked ; the cry is all against it; some
of the lines are pretty, but it is not perspicuous enough, and
is deficient in novelty and force.

February 18th.—Yesterday Lamb was only seven behind
Hobhouse on the poll; everybody thinks he is sure to win,
even if Burdett should come forward with money. The day
before there was great uproar and much abuse on the
hustings. Burdett made a shameful speech full of blasphemy
and Jacobinism, but he seems to have lost his popularity in
a great measure even with the blackguards of Westminster.
Hobhouse yesterday was long and dull; he did not speak

1 [In consequence of the death of Queen Charlotte in the preceding month
of November, the Government visited the Windsor establishment. The
Duke of York was appointed custos persone of the King, and received in
that capacity 10,000 a year, which had previously been allowed to the
Queen., A debate took place on this subject on the 25th of February, which
is referred to by Mr. Greville under that date.)

¢ [The death of Sir Samuel Romilly in November 1818 caused a vacancy
in the representation of Westminster, and another election took place upon
the meeting of Parliament, The numbers were : HonaGeorge Lamb, 4,465,
John Cam Hobhouse, 8,861; Major Cartwright, 38.]

VOL. L. C
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like a clever man, and if the people would have heard Lamb,
and he has any dexterity in reply, he must have crushed
him—it was so answerable a speech.

I went to the Berrys! in the evening, where the blues
and the wits were assembled ; as Sydney Smith said, the
conversation raged,’ but there was nothing remarkably
entertaining.

February 25th.—The debate on the 10,0001 to the Duke
of York on Monday produced four very good speeches—Peel
and the Solicitor-General on one part, and Tierney and Scar-
lett? on the other. This latter spoke for the first time, and
in reply to the two former. The Opposition came to Brooks’s
full of admiration of his speech, which is said to be the best
Jirst speech that ever was made in the House of Commons.
I, who hear all parties and care for none, have been amused
with the different accounts of the debate; one man says
Peel’s speech was the best of the night and the finest
that has been made in the House for a length of time;
another prefers the Solicitor-General’s; then on the other
side it is said that Tierney was excellent, Mr. Scarlett beyond
all praise. The friends of Government allow great merit to
the two latter speakers, but declare that Peel was unanswer-
able, besides having been beautifully eloquent, and that
Scarlett’s speech wasa fallacy from beginning to end. Again
I am told Peel was not good; his was a speech for effect,
evidently prepared, showy, but not argumentative; Scarlett
triumphantly refuted all his reasoning. Thus it is that a fair
judgment is never formed upon any question; the spirit of
party influences every man’s opinions. Itis not extraordinary
that each individual of a party connected by general simi-
larity of opinion should adhere to the great body, even in’
cases where he may not happen to agree with them, and
excellent reasons may be adduced for his sacrificing his own

! [Miss Berry’s well-known salon, No. 8 Curzon Street, which was for
more than a half century the resort of the best company in London.]

? [Sir James Scarlett, afterwards Lord Abinger and Lord Chief Baron.
It is remarkable that his first speech in the House of Commons was de-

livered on the Whig side of the House, He afterwards became & decided
Tory.] ‘
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view for the great object of unanimity; but it is very impro-
bable that on a particular question, unconnected with any
general system, where arguments are adduced from opposite
sides, and submitted to the enlightened judgment of an
assembly, the same arguments which are looked upon as
satisfactory and unanswerable by one set of men shounld
be deemed without exception utterly fallacious by another.
If any proof were requisite of the mighty influence of party
spirit, it would be found in a still stronger light in the State
trials in the House of Lords. I have in my mind the
trial of Lord Melville; when each Peer had to deliver his
judicial opinion upon the evidence adduced in a matter so
solemn, and in the discharge of a duty so sacred, it might be
imagined that all party feelings would be laid aside, and that
a mature judgment and an enlightened conscience would
alone have regulated the conduct of every individual. Yet
either by an extraordinary accident or by the influence of
party spirit we beheld all the Peers on the Ministerial side
of the House declaring Lord Melville innocent, and all those
of the Opposition pronouncing him guilty.

March 5th.—George Lamb was to have been chaired on
the day he was elected, but the mob was outrageous and
would not suffer it. They broke into bis committee room,
and he and McDonald were forced to creep out of a two pair
of stairs window into the churchyard. His partisans, who
assembled on horseback, were attacked and pelted, and forced
to retreat after receiving many hard knocks. Inthe evening
the mob paraded the town, and broke the windows of Lord
Castlereagh’s and Lord Sefton’s houses.

The other night Sir James Mackintosh ! made a splendid
speech on the Criminal Laws ; it was temperate and eloquent,
and excited universal admiration. The Ministerial party
spoke as highly of it as the Opposition themselves. Last
night Canning moved the thanks to Lord Hastings, and
they say it was the finest speech he ever made, in the best

1 [Sir James Mackintosh’s motion for the appointment of a Committee

on Capital Punishments was carried against the Government on the 2nd of
March by 148 to 128.]

c2



20 LAST YEARS OF TIE REGEKNCY. [Caasp. I.

taste, the clearest narrative, and the most beautiful lan-
guage.

June 12¢h.—I have been at Oatlands for the Ascot party.
On the course I did nothing. Ever since the Derby ill
fortune has pursued me, and I cannot win anywhere. Play
is a detestable occupation; it absorbs all our thoughts and
renders us unfit for everything else in life. It is hurtful to
the mind and destroys the better feelings; it incapacitates
us for study and application of every sort; it makes us
thoughtful and nervous; and our cheerfulness depends upon
the uncertain event of our nightly occupation. How anyone
can play who is not in want of money I cannot compre-
hend ; surely his mind must be strangely framed who requires
the stimulus of gambling to heighten his pleasures. Some
indeed may have become attached to gaming from habit, and
may not wish to throw off the habit from the difficulty of
finding fresh employment for the mind at an advanced period
of life. Some may be unfitted by nature or taste for society,
and for such gaming may have a powerful attraction. The
mind is excited; at the gaming-table all men are equal; no
superiority of birth, accomplishments, or ability avail here;
great noblemen, merchants, orators, jockeys, statesmen, and
idlers are thrown together in levelling confusion; the only
pre-eminence is that of success, the only superiority that
of temper, But why does a man play who is blessed with
fortune, endowed with understanding, and adorned with ac-
complishments which might ensure his success in any
pursuit which taste or fancy might incite him to follow? It
is contrary to -reason, but we see such instances every day.
The passion of play is not artificial ; it must have existed in
certain minds from the beginning; at least some must have
been so constituted that they yield at once to the attraction,
and enter with avidity into a pursuit in which other men
can never take the least interest.

June 14th.—The other night in the House of Commons on
the Foreign Enlistment Bill Sir James Mackintosh made a
brilliant sPeech all parties agree in commending it. Canning
answered him, but not successfully. The Duke of We]lmgton
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told me on Friday that there wasa good debate in the House
of Lords the night before on the Catholic question, but he
thought his side had the worst of it; he acknowledged that
Lord Grey’s speech had done much to shake his opinion, and
that he had not conceived that his propositions would have
been framed in so unobjectionable a manner.} -

June 25th.—The Persian Ambassador has had a quarrel
with the Court. He wanted to have precedence over all
other Ambassadors, and because this was not allowed he was
affronted and would not go to Court. This mark of dis-
respect was resented, and it was signified to him that his
presence would be dispensed with at Carlton House, and
that the Ministers could no longer receive him at their
houses. On Sunday last the Regent went to Lady Salisbury’s,
where he met the Persian, who, finding he had given offence,
had made a sort of apology, and said that illness had pre-
vented him from going to Court. The Regent came up to
him and said, ¢ Well, my good friend, how are you? I
hope you are better?’ He said, ¢ Oh, sir, I am very well,
but I am very sorry I offended your Royal Highness by not
going to Court. Now, sir, my Sovereign he tell me to go
first, and your Congress, about which T know nothing, say I
must go last; now this very bad for me (pointing to his
head) when I go back to Persia.’ The Regent said, < Well,
my good friend, never mind it now; it does not signify.’ He
answered, ¢ Oh yes, sir; but your Royal Highness still angry
with me, and you have not asked me to your party to-morrow
night.” The Regent laughed and said, ‘I was only going
to have a few children to dance, but if you like to come I
shall be very happy to see you’ Accordingly he went to
Carlton House, and they are very good friends again.

August 11th.—The Vice-Chancellor was going to Italy,
but his journey is stopped, as he says, because the Prince

1 [On the 10th of June Earl Crey submitted to the House of Lords a
Bill to relieve Roman Catholics from taking the declaratory oaths against

Transubstantiation and the Invocation of Saints, but it was thrown out by
141 to 92.]
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Regent has desired him to stay in England in consequence
of the approaching return of the Princess of Wales.

August 80th.—T am just returned from Oatlands ; we had
an immense party, the most numerous ever known there.
The Duchess wished it to have been prolonged, but there
were nqg, funds. The distress they are in is inconceivable.
‘When the Duchess came down there was no water in the
house. She asked the reason, and was informed that the
water came by pipes from St. George’s Hill, which were
stopped up with sand ; and as the workmen were never paid,
they would not clear them out. She ordered the pipes to be
cleared and the bills brought to her, which was done. On
Thursday there was a great distress, as the steward had no
money to pay the tradespeople, and the Duke was prevailed
on with great difficulty to produce a small sum for the pur-
pose. The house is nearly in ruins.

December 24th.—The Duke of Kent gave the name of
Alexandrina to his daughter?! in compliment to the Emperor
of Russia. She was to have had the name of Georgiana, but
the Duke insisted upon Alexandrina being her first name.
The Regent sent for Lieven and made him a great many
compliments (en le persifiant) on the Emperor’s being god-
father, but informed him that the name of Georgiana could
be second to no other in this country, and therefore she
could not bear it at all.

The frost is intense. The town is empty. I returned
from Whersted last Wednesday se’anight, and went to
Oatlands on Thursday; there was nearly the same party.
Prince Leopold came and dined there on Saturday. He
is very dull and heavy in his manmer, and seems over-
come with the weight of his dignity. This Prince will not
succeed here ; everybody is civil to him from the interest he
excited at the time of the Princess’s death—an interest
which has not yet subsided. There seems to be no harm in
him, but everybody contrasts his manners with those of
the Duke of York, and the comparison is not to his ad-

! [The Princess, afterwards Queen, Victo'ria, born 24th of May, 1819,]
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vantage. The Duchess likes the society of men of wit and
letters ; more, I think, from the vanity of having them around
her than from any pleasure she takes in their conversation.
Lord Alvanley is the man in whom she takes the greatest
delight.

1820.

London, January 20th.—I1 went last Sunday se’nnight
to Woburn. The Duke of York, Duke of Wellington,
Lievens, Jerseys, Worcesters, Tavistocks, Mr. Russell, Lady
Sandwich, Alvanley, C. Smith, Huntleys, Frederick Ponsonby,
Lauderdale, and others were there. The house, place,
establishment, and manner of living are magnificent. The
chasse was brilliant; in five days we Killed 835 pheasants,
645 hares, 59 rabbits, 10 partridges, and 5 woodcocks. The
Duchess was very civil and the party very gay. I won at
whist, and liked it very much.

January 22nd.—Just before the advance of the allied
army on Paris a council of war was sheld, when it was
unanimously resolved to retreat. The Emperor of Russia
entered the room, and said he had reasons for advancing,
and ordered the advance; the generals remonstrated, but
the Emperor was determined. Woronzoff told Sydenham
that that day a courier arrived at his outposts with a letter
for the Emperor in the handwriting of Talleyrand. This

was told me by Frederick Ponsonby.
' February 4th.—I returned to Woburn on Sunday. " We
shot the whole week and killed an immense quantity of
game; the last two days we killed 245 and 296 pheasants,
822 and 481 head. On Sunday last arrived the news of the
King’s death.! The new King has been desperately ill. He
had a bad cold at Brighton, for which he lost eighty ounces
of blood ; yet he afterwards had a severe oppression, amount-
ing almost to suffocation, on his chest. Halford was gone
to Windsor, and left orders with Knighton not to bleed him
again till his return. Knighton was afraid to-bleed him.

1 [King George IIL. died on the 29th of January, 1820.]
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Bloomfield sent for Tierney,! who took upon himself to take
fifty ounces from him. This gave him relief; he continued,
however, dangerously ill, and on Wednesday he lost twenty
ounces more. Yesterday afternoon he was materially better
for the first time, Tierney certainly saved his life, for he
must have died if he had not been blooded. Brougham sent
a courier to the Queen immediately after the late King’s
death, and gave notice at Carlton House that he had applied
for a passport for a courier to her Majesty the Queen.

The King has given to Lady Bloomfield the Ranger-
ship of Hampton Court Park. He wished to give it to
both of them with the survivorship, but Lord Liverpool
submitted to him that the House of Commons had pro-
nounced so strongly their dislike to reversionary grants that
it would be unadvisable, and it was accordingly given to
Lady B. only.

February 14th.—The Cabinet sat till past two o’clock this
morning. The King refused several times to order the
Queen to be prayed for in the alteration which was made in
the Liturgy. The Ministers wished him to suffer it to be
done, but he peremptorily refused, and said nothing should
induce him to consent, whoever might ask him. Lord
Harrowby told me this last night.

I think Fleury’s book 2 almost the most interesting memoir
I ever read; it is excessively well written, and his partiality
to Bonaparte has not blinded him to the errors he committed.
This book was wanted to bring under the same view the
immediate causes of his retwrn to France and the situation
in which he found himself when seated on the throne. This
was essentially different from that in which he had been
before his abdication; so much so that I do not believe, if
he had concluded a peace with the Allies, he could have
remained upon the throne. Not only his civil power was

! [Sir Matthew Tierney, one of His Majesty’s physicians.]

# | M. Fleury de Chabaulon was a young auditeur at the Conseil d'Etat
who had joined Napoleon at Elba, and afterwards returned with him to
France, when he was attached to the Tmperial Cabinet during the Hundred
Days. His memoir of that period is here referred to.]
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reduced within very narrow limits, but his military authority
was no longer the same; men seemed to have lost that
reverential submissiveness which caused all his orders to be
so blindly and implicitly obeyed. During the height of his
power none of his generals would have dared to neglect or
oppose his orders as Ney did at the battles of the 16th of
June. It is impossible now to determine what might have
been the political result in France of the success of Bona-
parte’s arms had he gained the battle of Waterloo. He
would probably have made peace with the Allies. Had he
returned to Paris triumphant, he might have dissolved the
Chambers and re-established the old Imperial Government.
In such a measure he must have depended upon his army
for success. But a spirit of liberty had sprung up in France
during his absence, which seemed to be the more vigorous
from having been so long repressed. The nation, and even
the army, appear to have imbibed the principles of freedom ;
and if upon this occasion Bonaparte was placed on the
throne by the force of opinion, he could not have restored
the ancient despotism without exciting universal dissatisfac-
tion. Men seem formerly to have been awed by a conviction
of his infallibility, and did not suffer themselves to reason
upon the principles of action of a man who dazzled their
imaginations by the magnificence of his exploits and the
grandeur of his system.

February 20th.—The Ministers had resigned last week
because the King would not hear reason on the subject of
the Princess. It is said that he treated Lord Liverpool very
coarsely, and ordered him out of the room. The King, they
say, asked him ¢if he knew to whom he was speaking.’ He
replied, ¢ Sir, I know that I am speaking to my Sovereign,
and T believe I am addressing him as it becomes a loyal
subject to do.” To the Chancellor he said, ‘My Lord, I
know your conscience always interferes except where your
interest is concerned.’ The King afterwards sent for Lord
Liverpool, who refused at first to go; but afterwards, on the
message being reiterated, he went, and the King said, ¢ We
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have both been too hasty.” This is probably all false, but it
is very true that they offered to resign.

February 24th.—The plot! which has been detected had
for its object the destruction of the Cabinet Ministers, and
the chief actor in the conspiracy was Arthur Thistlewood.
I was at Lady Harrowby’s last night, and about half-past
one o’clock Lord Harrowby came in and told us the following
particulars :—A plot has been in agitation for some time
past, of the existence of which, the names and numbers of the
men concerned, and of all particulars concerning their plans,
Government has been perfectly well informed. The con
spirators had intended to execute their design about last
Christmas at a Cabinet dinner at Lord Westmoreland’s, but
for some reason they were unable to do so and deferred it.
At length Government received information that they were
to assewnble to the number of from twenty to thirty at a
house in Cato Street, Edgware Road, and that they had re-
solved to execute their purpose last night, when the Cabinet
would be at dinner at Lord Harrowby’s. Dinner was
ordered as usual. Men had been observed watching the
house, both in front and rear, during the whole afternoon.
It was believed that nine o’clock was the hour fixed upon
for the assault to be made. The Ministers who were
expected at dinner remained at Fife House, and at eight
o’clock Mr. Birnie with twelve constables was despatched to
Cato Street to apprehend the conspirators. Thirty-five foot
guards were ordered to support the police force. The con-
stables arrived upon the spot a few moments before the
soldiers, and suspecting that the conspirators had received
intimation of the discovery of their plot, and were in conse-
quence preparing to escape, they did mnot wait for the
soldiers, but went immediately to the house. A man armed
with a musket was standing sentry, whom they secured.
They then ascended a narrow staircase which led to the
room in which the gang were assembled, and burst the door
open. The first man who entered was shot in the head, but

! [The Cato Street Conspiracy.]
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was only wounded ; he who followed was stabbed by Thistle-
wood and killed. The conspirators then with their swords
put out the lights and attempted to escape. By this time
the soldiers had arrived. Nine men were taken prisoners;
Thistlewood and the rest escaped.

March 1st.—Thistlewood was taken the morning after the
affair in Cato Street. It was the intention of these men to
have fired a rocket from Lord Harrowby’s house as soon as
they had completed their work of destruction ; this was to
have been the signal for the rising of their friends. An oil
shop was to have been set on fire to increase the confusion
and collect a mob ; then the Bank was to have been attacked
and the gates of Newgate thrown open. The heads of the
Ministers were to have been cut off and put in a sack which
was prepared for that purpose. These are great projects,
but it does not appear they were ever in force sufficient to
put them in execution, and the mob (even if the mob had
espoused their cause, which seems doubtful), though very
dangerous in creating confusion and making havoc, are quite
inefficient for a regular operation.

June 4th.—1I went to Oatlands on Tuesday. The Duchess
continues veryill; she is not expected to recover. The King
was at Ascot every day; he generally rode on the course,
and the ladies came in carriages. One day they all rode.
He was always cheered by the mob as he went away. One
day only a man in the crowd called out, ‘Where’s the
Queen?’ The Duke of Dorset was at the Cottage, and says
it was exceedingly agreeable. They kept very early hours.
The King always breakfasted with them, and Lady Conyng-
ham looked remarkably well in the morning, her complexion
being so fine. On Friday she said she was bored with the
races and should not go; he accordingly would not go either,
and sent word to say he should not be there. They stay
there till to-morrow. In the meantime the Queen is coming
to England, and Brougham is gone to meet her. Nobody
knows what advice he intends to give her, but everybody
believes that it is his intention she should come. It was
supposed that Lady Conyngham’s family (her son and
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brother) had set their faces against her connection with the
King ; but Lord Mount Charles was at the Cottage, and
Denison was at the levee and very well received.

June 7Tth.—The Queen arrived in London yesterday at
seven o’clock. I rode as far as Greenwich to meet her. The
road was thronged with an immense multitude the whole
way from Westminster Bridge to Greenwich. Carriages,
carts, and horsemen followed, preceded, and surrounded her
coach the whole way. She was everywhere received with
the greatest enthusiasm. Women waved pocket handlkerchiefs,
and men shouted wherever she passed. She travelled in an
open landau, Alderman Wood sitting by her side and Lady
Ann Hamilton and another woman opposite. Everybody
was disgusted at the vulgarity of Wood in sitting in &he
place of honour, while the Duke of Hamilton’s sister was
sitting backwards in the carriage. The Queen looked exactly
as she did before she left England, and seemed neither
dispirited nor dismayed. As she passed by White’s she
bowed and smiled to the men who were in the window. The
crowd was not great in the streets through which she passed.
Probably people had ceased to expect her, as it was so much
later than the hour designated for her arrival. It is im-
possible to conceive the sensation created by this event. No-
body either blames or approves of her sudden return, but all
ask, ¢ What will be done next? How is it toend?’ In the
House of Commons there was little said; but the few words
which fell from Creevy, Bennett, or Denman seem to threaten
most stormy debates whenever the subject is discussed. The
King in the meantime is in excellent spirits, and the Ministers
affect the greatest unconcern and talk of the time it will take
to pass the Bills to ¢ settle her business”” ‘Her business,” as
they call it, will in all probability raise such a tempest as
they will find it beyond their powers to appease; and for
all his Majesty’s unconcern the day of her arrival in'England
may be such an anniversary to him as he will have no cause
to celebrate with much rejoicing.!

1 [On the day that the Queen landed at Dover a royal inessage was sent
down to Parliament, by which the King commended to the Lords an enquiry
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June 9th.—Brougham’s speech on Wednesday is said by
his friends to have been one of the best that was ever made,
and I think all agree that it was good and effective. The
House of Commons is evidently anxious to get rid of the
question if possible, for the moment Wilberforce expresseq
a wish to adjourn the county members rose one after another
and so strongly concurred in that wish that Castlereagh wag
obliged to consent. The mob have been breaking windows
in all parts of the town and pelting those who would not
take off their hats as they passed Wood’s door. Last night
Lord Exmouth’s house was assaulted and his windows broken,
when he rushed out armed with sword and pistol and drove
away the mob. Frederick Ponsonby saw him. Great sumg
of money have been won and lost on the Queen’s return, for
there was much betting at the clubs. The alderman showed
a specimen of higs taste as he came into London; when the
Queen’s coach passed Carlton House he stood up and gave
three cheers.

It is odd enough Lady Hertford’s windows have been
broken to pieces and the frames driven in, while no assault
has been made on Lady Conyngham’s. Somebody asked
Lady Hertford ¢if she had been aware of the King’s admira-
tion for Lady Conyngham,” and ¢ whether he had ever talked
to her about Lady C.” She replied that ‘intimately as she
had known the King, cnd openly as he had always talked
to her upon every subject, he had never ventured to speak to
her upon that of his mistresses.’

June 16th.—The speech which Canning made on the
occasion of the King’s message has been violently attacked
by all parties, and is said to have given as great dissatisfac-
tion to the Queen as to the King. It is not easy to discover
what the Queen could have objected to in the speech, for it
was highly favourable and flattering to her. It was gene-
into the conduct of the Queen. In the House of Commons there was some
vehement speaking; and on the following day, before Lord Castlereagh
moved the address in answer to the message, Mr, Brougham read to the
House a message from the Queen, declaring that her return to England was

occasioned by the necessity her enemies had laid upon her of defending her
character.]
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rally supposed last Sunday that he would resign in the
course of the week, and bets were laid that he would not be
in office next Sunday. On Wednesday he had an audience
of the King at the levee, which lasted fifty-two minutes by
Yarmouth’s watch; nobody knows what passed between
them. Lord Fitzwilliam and Lord Sefton have refused to
act as negotiators for the Queen.

There was some indiscipline manifested in a battalion of
the 3rd Guards the day before yesterday ; they were dissatisfied
at the severity of their duty and at some allowances that
had been taken from them, and on coming off guard they
refused to give up their ball cartridges. They were ordered
off to Plymouth, and marched at four yesterday morning.
Many people went from the ball at Devonshire House to sce
them march away. Plymouth was afterwards changed for
Portsmouth in consequence of their good behaviour on the
route. Worcester ! met many of them drunk at Brentford,
crying out, ¢ God save Queen Caroline!” There was some
disturbance last night in consequence of the mob assembling
round the King’s mews, where the rest of the battalion that
had marched to Portsmouth still remained.

June 23rd.—I never remember to have seen the public
curiosity so excited as on Wilberforce’s motion last night.?
Nearly 520 members voted in the House, and some went
away; as many people as could gain admission attended to
hear the debate. The speaking on the Opposition side was
excellent, but as everybody differs in opinion with regard to
the comparative merit of the speakers, it is impossible for
one who was not present to form a correct judgment on the
subject. The best speeches were Brougham’s, Denman’s,
Burdett’s, and Canning’s. Denman’s speech was admirable
and, all agree, most judicious and effective for his client.
Burdett’s was extremely clever, particularly the first part of

* [The Marquis of Worcester, afterwards seventh Duke of Beaufort.]

* [Mr. Wilberforce moved an address to the Queen to stop the investi-
gation, by entreating her Majesty, under the assurance of the . protection of
her honour by the Commons, to yield the point of the insertion of her name
in the Liturgy, This proposal the Queen courteously declined.]
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it. In the meantime it is doubtful whether auything is
gained by the resolution carried last night. Public opinion
seems very equally divided as to the probability of the
Queen agreeing to the expressed or implied wish of the
House of Commons, and even if she refuses to consent to
the omission of her name in the Liturgy it seems doubtful
whether the green bag will ever be opened, so strong is the
repugnance of the House of Commons to enter upon such
an investigation. It is this feeling in the House which
emboldens the Queen to hold out with the firmness and
constancy she has hitherto displayed. The House of Lords
cuts a most ridiculous figure, having precipitately agreed
to go into the Committee. They have since been obliged
to put off the investigation by repeated adjournments, in
order to see what steps the House of Commons will take.
Lord Grey made an indignant speech last night on this
very subject; they say Lord Liverpool spoke remarkably
well in reply.

June 25th.—The Queen’s refusal to comply with the
desire of the House of Commons keeps conjecture afloat and
divides opinions as to the opening of the bag. The Oppo-
sition call her answer a very good one; those of the other
party I have seen think it too long, and not neatly and
clearly worded. Brougham declined advising her as to her
answer ; he told her she must be guided by her own feelings,
and was herself the only person capable of judging what she
had best do. The discussion of the Queen’s business is now
become an intolerable nuisance in society; no other subject
is ever talked of. It is an incessant matter of argument and
dispute what will be done and what ought to be done. All
people express themselves tired of the subject, yet none
talk or think of any other. It is a great evil when a single
subject of interest takes possession of society; conversation
loses all its lightness and variety, and every drawing-room
is converted into an arena of political disputation. People
even go to talk about it from habit long after the interest
it excited has ceased. ‘

June 27th.—The mob was very abusive to the member who
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carricd up the resolution to the Queen, and called Wilber-
force ¢ Dr. Cantwell.” The Queen demanded to be heard by
counsel at the bar of the House of Lords. Contrary to order
and contrary to expectation, the counsel were admitted, when
Brougham made a very powerful speech. Denman began ex-
ceedingly well ; Lord Holland said his first three or four sen-
tences were the best thing he ever heard; si sic omnia, he
would have made the finest speech possible ; but on the whole
he was inferior to Brougham. If the House had refused to
hear her counsel, it is said that she would have gone down
to-day to the House of Lords and have demanded to be
heard in person. As usual Brougham’s speech is said by
many of his political adversaries to have been weak in argu-
ment. Many, however, do him the justice to acknowledge
that it was a very powerful appeal for his client.

June 28th.—The debate last night in the House of Lords
was excellent. Lord Grey made a powerful speech, very much
against the Queen, a speech for office. The manager an-
» nounced at Drury Lane that the Queen would go to the play
to-night. Brougham knew nothing of this; she never told
him. Mrs. Brougham told me so last night, and that he was
quite worn out with the business.!

July 6th.—Since the report of the Secret Committee
public opinion is entirely changed as to the result of the
proceedings against the Queen. Everybody thinks the
charges will be proved and that the King will be divorced.
It is impossible to discover what effect the report may have
in the country; it is certain hitherto that all ranks of men
have been decidedly favourable to the Queen, and disbelieve
the charges against her. The military in London have shown
alarming symptoms of dissatisfaction, so much so that it
seems doubtful how far the Guards can be counted upon in
case of any disturbance arising out of this subject. Luttrell
says that ¢the extinguisher is taking fire.’

* [The report of the Secret Committee of the Lords was made on the 4th
of July. It declared that the evidence against the Queen was such as to
demand a solemn enquiry. The trial, or rather investigation, began on

the 17th of August. The defence was opened on the 8rd of Octaber, and
the Bill was abandoned on the 6th of Nevember.]
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July 8th.—1I was in the House of Lords the night before
last to hear Brougham and Denman speak at the bar.
Brougham’s speech was uncommonly clever, very insolent,
and parts of it very eloquent. A very amusing episode was
furnished by the Bishop of Exeter, who moved that the
counsel should withdraw, and then asked the House whether
they were not out of order. Lord Holland cut him up in
the most beautiful style, and excited universal laughter.
Nobody came to the assistance of the Bishop, and the
counsel were called in again and resumed. Brougham’s
speech is reported in the ¢ Morning Chronicle’ of yesterday
word for word.

July 14th.—1 have been at Newmarket, where I Liad the
first fortunate turn this year. The conversation about the
Queen begins to subside ; everybody seems to agree that it is
a great injustice not to allow her lists of the witnesses ; the
excuse that it is not usual is bad, for the proceedings are
anomalous altogether, and it is absurd to attempt to adhere
to precedent ; here there are no precedents and no analogies
to guide to a decision. London is drawing to a close, but in
August it will be very full, as all the Peers must be here.
They say the trial will last six months.

Luttrell’s poem?® has succeeded. The approbation it
receives is general but qualified; in fact, it was difficult to
make such a sketch of life and manners sufficiently piquant
without the infusion of a little satire, and his fear of giving
offence has induced him to be so good-natured that he is
occasionally rather insipid. ‘Il y a des tracasseries de
société.” I cannot record them, though perhaps years hence,
when I may look over what I now write, I might he
amused with stories of long-forgotten jealousies and various
interests extinguished by the lapse of time, or perhaps silenced
in the grave; still it would be melancholy to retrace the days
of my youth and to bring before my imagination the blooming
faces and the gaiety and brilliancy of those who once shone
the meteors of society, but who would then be so changed in

! [Mr. Luttrell's ¢ Adviee to Julia,’ published in 1820.]
VOL. I. D
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form and mind, and with myself rapidly descending to our
last home.

Read ¢Les Liaisons dangereuses.” Much has been said
about the dangerous tendency of certain books, and probably
this would be considered as one pregnant with mischief. I
consider this a mere jargon, and although I would never re-
commend this book (because it is so grossly indecent) I should
never apprehend the smallest danger to the most inex-
perienced mind or the warmest passions from its immoral
tendency. The principle upon which books of this descrip-
tion are considered pernicious is the notion that they repre-
sent vice in such glowing and attractive colours as to make
us lose sight of its deformity and fill our imagination with
the idea of its pleasures. No one who has any feeling or
a spark of generosity or humanity in his breast can read
this book without being moved with compassion for Madame
de Tourval and with horror and disgust towards Valmont
and Madame de Merteuil. It raised in my mind a detesta-
tion of such cold-blooded, inhuman profligacy, and I felt that
I would rather every pleasure that can flow from the inter-
course of women were debarred me than run such a course.
The moral effect upon my mind was stronger than any which
ever resulted from the most didactic work, and if anyone
wants to excite remorse in the most vicious mind I would
recommend him to make use of ¢Les Liaisons dangereuses’
for the purpose.

The Duchess of York died on Sunday morning of water
on her chest. She was insensible the last two days. She is
deeply regretted by herhushand, her friends, and her servants.
Probably no person in such a situation was ever more really
liked. She hasleft 12,0001, to her servants and some children
whom she had caused to be educated. She had arranged all
her affairs with the greatest exactitude, and left nothing
undone.

The Queen’s letter was brought to the King whilst he
was at dinner (at the Cottage). He said, ¢Tell the Queen’s
messenger that the King can receive no communication
from her except through the hands of his Ministers.” Ester-
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hazy was present, and said he did this with extraordinary
dignity.

Neivmarket, October 2nd.—I left town in the middle of
August with George Fox. We went down with extraordinary
rapidity. I never was happier than to escape from London
and to find myself in Yorkshire. It was a new world, and
the change was most refreshing. The refinement of London
was not there, but there was a good humour, gaiety, and
hospitality which amused and delighted me.

London, October 8th.—I came to town with Payne on
Friday, having won a little at Newmarket. He told me a
good story by the way. A certain bishop in the House of
Lords rose to speak, and announced that he should divide
what he had to say into twelve parts, when the Duke of
‘Wharton interrupted him, and begged he might be indulged
for a few minutes, as he had a story to tell which he could
only introduce at that moment. A drunken fellow was
passing by St. Paul’s at night, and heard the clock slowly
chiming twelve. He counted the strokes, and when it had
finished looked towards the clock and said,  Damn you! why
couldn’t you give us all that at once?’ There was an end of
the bishop’s story. :

The town is still in an uproar about the trial, and nobody
has any doubt that it will finish by the Bill being thrown out
and the Ministers turned out. Brougham’s speech was the
most magnificent display of argument and oratory that has
been heard for years, and they say that the impression it
made upon the House was immense ; even lLis most violent
opponents (including Lord Lonsdale) were struck with admi-
ration and astonishment.

October 15th.—Since I came to town I have been to the
trial every day. I have occupied a place close to Brougham,
which, besides the advantage it affords.of enabling me to hear
extremely well everything that passes, gives me the pleasure
of talking to him and the other counsel, and puts me behind
the scenes so far that I cannot help hearing all their conver-
sation, their remarks, and learning what witnesses they are

D2
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going to examine, and many other things which ave inte-
resting and amusing. Since I have been in the world I
never remember any question which so exclusively occupied
everybody’s attention, and so completely absorbed men’s
thoughts and engrossed conversation. In the same degree
is the violence displayed. It is taken up as a party question
entirely, and the consequence is that everybody is gone
mad about it. Very few people admit of any medium between
pronouncing the Queen quite innocent and judging her
guilty and passing the Bill. TUntil the evidence of Lieut.
Hownam it was generally thought that proofs of her guilt
were wanting, but since his admission that Bergami slept
under the tent with her all unprejudiced men seem to think
the adultery sufficiently proved. The strenuous opposers of
the Bill, however, by no means allow this, and make a mighty
difference between sleeping dressed under a tent and being
shut up at night in a room together, which the supporters of
the Bill contend would have been quite or nearly the same
thing. The Duke of Portland, who is perfectly impartial,
and who has always been violently against the Bill, was so
satisfied by Hownam’s evidence that he told me that after
that admission by him he thought all further proceedings
useless, and that it was ridiculous to listen to any more
evidence, as the fact was proved; that he should attend no
longer to any evidence upon the subject. This view of the
case will not, however, induce him to vote for the Bill,
because he thinks that upon grounds of expediency it ought
not to pass. The Ministers were elated in an extraordinary
manner by this evidence of Hownam’s. The Duke of
Wellington told Madame de Lieven that he was very tired;
‘mais les grands succés fatiguent autant que les grands
revers.” They look upon the progress of this trial in the
light of a campaign, and upon each day’s proceedings as a
sort of battle, and by the impression made by the evidence
they consider that they have gained a victory or sustained a
defeat. Their anxiety that this Bill should pass is quite
inconceivable, for it cannot be their interest that it should
be casried 5 und as for the King, they Lave no feeling what-
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ever for him. The Duke of Portland told me that he con-
versed with the Duke of Wellington upon the subject, and
urged as one of the reasons why this Bill should not pass the
House of Lords the disgrace that it would entail upon the
King by the recrimination that wounld ensue in the House of
Comumnons. His answer was ‘ that the King was degraded as
low as he could be already’ The vehemence with which
they pursue this object produces a corresponding violence in
their language and sentiments. TLady Harrowby, who is
usually very indifferent upon political subjects, has taken this
up with unusual eagerness. In an argument which I had
with her the day before yesterday, she said that if the House
of Lords was to suffer itself to be influenced by the opinions
and wishes of the people, it would be the most mean and
pusillanimous conduct, and that after all what did it signify
what the people thought or what they expressed if the army
was to be depended upon? I answered that I never had
expected that the day would come when I should be told that
we were to disregard the feelings and wishes of the people
of this country, and to look to our army for support. In
proportion as the Ministers were elated by what came out in
Hownam’s cross-examination so were they depressed by the
unlucky affair of Rastelli,! which has given such an impor-
tant advantage to their adversaries. Mr. Powell’s explanation
was extremely unsatisfactory, and in his examination yester-
day they elicited from him what is tantamount to a con-
tradiction of what he had said the day before. It is nob
possible to doubt what is the real state of the case. TRastelli
is an active, useful agent, and they had occasion for his
services ; consequently they sent him off, and trusted that he
would be back here before he could possibly be called for, if
ever he should be called for again. It was a rash speculation,

1 [Rastelli was o witness for the Bill—not a very important one. After
his examination was over he was allowed to leave the country. Brougham
found this out, and instantly demanded tbat he should be recalled for
farther cross-examination, well knowing 1his could not at the moment be
done. This answered his purpoce, and be then turned with ineredible
vehemence on the other side, and accused them ol spiriting away the
witness.]
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which failed. The last two days have been more amusing
and interesting than the preceding ones. The debates in
the House, a good deal of violence, and some personalities
have given spirit to the proceedings, which were getting
very dull. Lord Holland made 2 violent speech, and Lord
Carnarvon a clever one, which was violent enough too, on
Rastelli’s affair. Lord Holland made one or two little
speeches which were very comical. Lord Lauderdale made
a violent speech the other day, and paid himself init a great
many compliments. It must be acknowledged that the zeal
of many of the Peers is very cmbarrassing, displayed as it is
not in the elucidation of the truth, but in furtherance of that
cause of which they desire the success. There is no one more
violent than Lord Lauderdale,' and neither the Attorney-
General nor the Solicitor-General can act with greater zeal
than he does in support of the Bill. TLord Liverpool is
a model of fairness, impartiality, and candour. The Chan-
cellor is equally impartial, and as he decides personally
all disputes on legal points which are referred to the
House, his fairness has been conspicuous in having gene-
rally decided in favour of the Quecen’s counsel. Yesterday
morning some discussion arose about a question which
Brougham put to Powell. He asked him who was his
principal, as he was an agent. The question was objected
to, and he began to defend it in an uncommonly clever
speech, but was stopped before he had spoken long. He
introduced a very ingenious quotation which was sug-
gested to him by Spencer Perceval, who was standing near
him. Talking of the airy, unsubstantial being who was the

1 [In the course of the trial, in order to show that the Queen had asso-
ciated in Italy with ladies of good character, it was stated that a Countess
T—— frequented her society at Florence. On cross-cxamination it came out
that the Countess spoke a provincial dialect, anything but the purest.Tuican,
whence it was implied that she was a vulgar person, and Lord Lauderdale
especially pointed out this inference, speaking himself in very broad Scotcb.
Upon which Lord Auckland, a member of the Opposition, said 1o the witness,
‘Have the goodness to state whether Countess T—— spoke Italian with as
broad an accent as ihe noble Iarl who has just sat down speaks with in his

native tongue” The late Sir Henry Holland was present when this
occurred, and used {o relate the anecdote.]
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principal, and one of the parties in this cause, he said he
wished to meet
This shape—
If shape it could be called—that shape had none,
Distinguishable in member, joint, or limb;
Or substance might be called that shadow scemcd,
For cach seemed either . .
What scemed its head
The likeness of a kingly crown had on.
Paradise Lost, ii. G66.

Whersted, December 10th.—I left Woburn on Thursday
night last, and got here on Friday morning. The Lievens,
Worcesters, Duke of Wellington, Neumann, and Montagu
were here. The Duke went away yesterday. We acted
charades, which were very well done. Yesterday we went
to shoot at Sir Philip Brookes’. As we went in the
carriage, the Duke talked a great deal about the battle of
Waterloo and different things relating to that campaign.
He said that he had 50,000 men at Waterloo. He began
the campaign with 85,000 men, lost 5,000 on the 16th, and
had a corps of 20,000 at Hal under Prince Frederick. He
said that it was remarkable that nobody who had ever spoken
of these operations had ever made mention of that corps,'
and Bonaparte was certainly ignorant of it. In this corps
were the best of the Dutch troops ; it had been placed there
because the Duke expected the attack to be made on that
side. He said that the French army was the best army
that was ever seen, and that in the previous operations
Bonaparte’s march upon Belgium was the finest thing that
ever was done—so rapid and so well combined. His object
was to beat the armies in detail, and this object suc-
ceeded in so far as that he attacked them separately; but
from the extraordinary celerity with which the allied armies

1 'The Duke of Wellington has frequently been criticised for leaving so
important a body of troops at Hal, so far upon his right that they were of
no use in the battle. Ie always defended this disposition, and maintained
that the greater probability was that Napoleon would attack his extreme
right and advance by Hal. On this occasion (in 1820) he himself drew
attention 1o it, as is explained in the text.]



40 REIGN OF GEORGE IV. [Cmar. T,

were got together he was not able to realise the advan-
tages he had promised himself. The Duke says that they
certainly were not prepared for this attack, as the French
had previously broken up the roads by which their army
advanced ; but as it was in summer this did not render them
impassable. He says that Bonaparte beat the Prussians in a
most extraordinary way, as the battle' was gained in less than
four hours; but that it would probably have been more
complete if he had brought a greater number of troops into
action, and not detached so large a body against the British
corps. There were 40,000 men opposed to the Duke on the
16th, but he says that the attack was not so powerful as it
ought to have been with such a force. The French had
made a long march the day before the battle, and had
driven in the Prussian posts in the evening. I asked him if
he thought Bonaparte had committed any fault. He said
he thought he had committed a fault in attacking him in
the position of Waterloo; that his object ought to have
been to remove him as far as possible from the Prussian
army, and that he ought consequently to have moved upon
Hal, and to have attempted to penetrate by the same road
by which the Duke had himself advanced. He had always
calculated upon Bonaparte’s doing this, and for this purpose
he had posted 20,000 men under Prince Frederick at Hal.
He said that the positionat Waterloo was uncommonly strong,
but that the strength of it consisted alone in the two
farms of Hougoumont and La Haye Sainte, both of which
were admirably situated and adapted for defence. In
Hougoumont there were never more than from 300 to 500
men, who were reinforced as it was necessary; and although
the French repeatedly attacked this point,and sometimes with
not less than 20,000 men, they never could even approach it.
Had they obtained possession of it, they could not have
maintained it, as it was open on one side to the whole fire
of the English lines, whilst it was sheltered on the side
towards the French. The Duke said the farm of La Haye

! [The battle of Ligny, 16th of June, 1815.]
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Sainte was still better than that of Hougoumont, and that
it never would have been taken if the officer who was
commanding there had not neglected to make an aper-
ture through which ammunition could be conveyed to his
garrison.

When we arrived at Sir Philip Brookes’ it rained, and we
were obliged to sit in the house, when the Duke talked a
great deal about Paris and different things. He told us that
Bliicher was determined to destroy the Bridge of Jena. The
Duke spoke to Miiffling, the Governor of Paris, and desired
him to persuade Bliicher to abandon this design. However,
Bliicher was quite determined. He said the French had
destroyed the pillar at Rossbach and other things, and that
they merited this retaliation. He also said that the English
had burnt Washington, and he did not see why he was not
to destroy this bridge. Miiffling, however, concerted with the
Duke that English sentinels should be placed on the bridge,
and if any Prussian soldiers should approach to injure if,
these sentinels were not to retire. This they conceived
would gain time, as they thought that previous to making
any attempt on the bridge Bliicher would apply to the Duke
to withdraw the English sentinels. This was of no avail.
The Prussians arrived, mined the arches, and attempted to
blow up the bridge, sentinels and all. Their design, how-
ever, was frustrated, and the bridge received no injury. At
length Miiffling came to the Duke, and said that he was come
to propose to him a compromise, which was that the bridge
should be spared and the column in the Place Venddme
should be destroyed instead. ¢TI saw,’ said the Duke, ¢that I
had got out of the frying-pan into the fire. Fortunately at
this moment the King of Prussia arrived, and he ordered
that no injury should be done to either.’ On another occa-
sion Bliicher announced his intention of levying a contri-
bution of 100 millions on the city of Paris. To this the
Duke objected, and said that the raising such enormous
contributions could only be done by common consent, and
must be a matter of general arrangement. Bliicher said,
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‘Oh! I do not mean to be the only party who is to levy
anything ; you may levy as much for yourselves, and, depend
upon it, if you do it will all be paid; there will be no
difficulty whatever.” The Duke says that the two invasions
cost the French 100 millions sterling. The Allies had
1,200,000 men clothed at their expeunse; the allowance for
this was 60 francs a man. The army of occupation was
entirely maintained; there were the contributions, the
claims amounting to ten millions sterling. Besides this -
there were towns and villages destmyed and country laid
waste.
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1821.

London, February 7th—The King went to the play last
night (Drury Lane) for the first time, the Dukes of York
and Clarence and a great suite with him. He was received
with immense acclamations, the whole pit standing up,
hurrahing and waving their hats. The hoxes were very
empty at first, for the mob occupied the avenues to the
theatre, and those who had engaged boxes could not get to
them. The crowd on the outside was very great. Lord
Hertford dropped one of the candles as he was lighting the
King in, and made a great confusion in the box. The King
sat in Lady Bessborough’s box, which was fitted up for him.
He goes to Covent Garden to-night. A few people called
¢ The Queen,’” but very few. A man in the gallery called out,
¢ Where’s your wife, Georgy?’
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February 11th.—1I came to town from Euston the end of
last month. The debates were expected to be very stormy
and the minorities very large, not that anybody expected
Ministers to go out. It has all ended as such anticipations
usually do, in everything going off very quictly and the
Government obtaining large majorities. Their Parliamen-
tary successes and the King’s reception have greatly clated
them, and they think (and with reason probably) that they
are likely to enjoy their places for the term of their natural
lives, not that they care about the King’s popularity except
in as much as it may add strength to their Administration.
They do not conceal their contempt or dislike of him, and it
is one of the phenomena of the present times that the King
should have Ministers whom he abuses and hates, and who
entertain corresponding sentiments of aversion to him; yeb
they defend all his errors and follies, and he affords them
constant countenance and protection. However, the King
was delighted by his reception at the theatres, and told
Lady Besshorough, as he came downstairs, he never was
more gratified.

February 23rd.—Yesterday the Duke of York proposed
to me to take the management of his horses, which I
accepted. Nothing could be more kind than the manner in
which he proposed it.! »

March 5th.—I have experienced a great proof of the
vapity of human wishes. In the course of three weeks I
have attained the three things which I have most desired
in the world for years past, and upon the whole I do
not feel that my happiness is at all increased ; perhaps if
it were not for one cause it might be, but until that ceases
to exist it is in vain that I acquire every other advantage
or possess the means of amusement.?

March 22nd.—I was sworn in the day before yesterday,

! [Mr. Greville continued to manage the racing establishment of the
Dule of York from this time till the death of his Royal Highness.)

% [One of these things was Mr. Greville’s appointment as Clerk of the
Council; the second was his connection with the Duke of York in his
racing establishment ; I am ignorant of the third.]
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and kissed hands at a Council at Carlton House yesterday
morning as Clerk of the Council.

March 25th.—Lord Fife has been dismissed from his
place of Lord of the Bedchamber for voting against the
Malt Tax, and Lord Lovaine has been appointed instead.

April 19th.—The night before last Hobhouse made his
furious attack upon Canring. ILast night everybody ex-
pected that Canning would speak, and was extremely
anxious to hear what notice he would take of Hobhouse.
The army estimates came on first in the evening, and almost
all the members went away, intending to return to the
Reform debate, but when Reform came on there were only
100 members in the House. ‘Le combat finit faute de
combattans,” and when everybody came crowding down at
nine o’clock the House had been up half an hour, having
divided 53 to 41.

May 2nd.—When the Canonry of Windsor became
vacant Lady Conyngham asked the King to give it to Mr.
Sumner,? who had been Mount Charles’s tutor. The King
agreed : the man was sent for, and kissed hands at Brighton.
A letter was written to Lord Liverpool to announce the

1 [On the 17th of April Mr. Lambton (afterwards Earl of Durham)
moved for a Committee of the whole House to consider the state of the
representation of the people in Parliament. It was owing to the misappre~
bension described in the text that the division was so small.]

? [Afterwards Dishop of Winchester. This was the beginning of the
fortune of that amiable prelate, of whom it must be said that if he owed his
early advancement to a questionable influence, no man has filled the epis-
copal office with more unaffected piety, dignity, and goodness. The dif-
{erence between George IV. and Lord Liverpool on this occasion was a very
serious one. The Duke of Wellington referred to it in a confidential letter
to Lord Liverpool, written on the 26th of October, 1821, in the following
terms:—¢As I {0ld you at Windsor, the King has never forgiven your oppo-
sition to Ius wishes in the case of Mr. Sumner. This fceling has influenced
every action of his life in relation to his'Government {rom that moment ; and
T believe to more than one of us he avowed that his objection to Mr. Can-
ning was that his accession to the Govermnent was peculiarly desirable 1o
you. Nothing can be more unjust or more unfair than this feeling; and as
there is not one of your colleagnes who did not highly approve of what you
did respecting Mr. Sumner, so there is not one of them who would not
suffer with you all the consequences of that act’ (* Correspondence of the
Duke of Wellisgton,” Second Series, vol. i, p. 195 ; published in 1867.)]
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appointment. In the meantime Lord Liverpool had sent a
list of persons, one of whom he should recommend to suc-
ceed to the vacancy, and the letters crossed. As soon as
Lord Liverpool received the letter from Brighton he got
into his carriage and went down to the King, to state that
unless he was allowed to have the distribution of this
patronage without any interference, he could mot carry on
the Government, and would resign his office if Summer was
appointed. The man was only a curate, and had never held
a living at all. The King ¢chanta palinodie,” and a sort of
compromise was made, by which Lady Conyngham’s friend
was withdrawn, and the King begged it might be given to
Dr. Clarke, to which appointment Lord Liverpool consented,
although he did not approve of him; he did not, however,
wish to appear too difficult.

Lady Conyngham lives in one of the houses in Mariborough
Row. All the members of her family are continually there,
and ave supplied with horses, carriages, &c., from the King’s
stables. She rides out with her daughter, but never with
the King, who always rides with one of his gentlemen.
They never appear in public together. She dines thers
every day. Before the King comes into the room she and
Lady Elizabeth join him in another room, and he always
walls in with one on each arm. She comports herself en-
tirely as mistress of the house, but never suffers her daughter
to leave her. She has received magnificent presents, and
Lady Elizabeth the same; particularly the mother has
strings of pearls of enormous value. Madame de Lieven
said she had seen the pearls of the Grand Duchesses and the
Prussian Princesses, but had never seen any nearly so fine
as Lady Conyngham’s. The other night Lady Bath was
coming to the Pavilion. After dinner Lady Conyngham
called to Sir William Keppel and said, ¢Sir William, do
desire them to light up the saloon”’ (this saloon is lit by
hundreds of candles). When the King came in she said to
him, € Sir, T told them to light up the saloon, as Lady Bath
is coming this evening.’ The King seized her armn and
said with the greatest tenderness, ‘Thank you, thank you,"
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my dear; you always do what is right; you cannot please
me so much as by doing everything you please, everything
to show that you are mistress here.’

May 12th.—1I have suffered the severest pain I ever had
in my life by the death of Lady Worcester.! I loved her
like a sister, and I have lost one of the few persons in the
world who cared for me, and whose affection and friendship
serve to make life valuable to me. She has been cut off in
the prime of her life and in the bloom of her beauty, and so
suddenly too. Seven days ago she was at a ball at Court,
and she is now no more. She died like a heroine, full of
cheerfulness and courage to the last. She has been snatched
from life at a time when she was becoming every day more
fit to live, for her mind, her temper, and her understanding
were gradually and rapidly improving; she had faults, but
her mind was not vicious, and her defects may be ascribed
to her education and to the actual state of the society in
which she lived. Her virtues were inherent in her character;
every day developed them more and more, and they were
such as to make the happiness of all who lived with her and
to captivate the affection of all who really knew her. T have
never lost anyone I loved before, and though I know the
grief T now feel will soon subside (for so the laws of nature
have ordained), long, long will it be before I forget her, or
before my mind loses the lively impression of her virtues
and of our mutual friendship.

This is one of those melancholy events in life to which
the mind cannot for a long time reconcile or accustom itself.
I saw her so short a time ago ‘glittering like the morning
star, full of life and splendour and joy;’ the acceuts of her
voice still so vibrate in my ear that I cannot believe I shall
never see her again. What a subject for contemplation and
for moralising ! What reflections crowd into the mind !

Dr. Hume told me once he had witnessed many death-

1 [Georgiana Frederica, Marchioness of Worcester, daughter of the TTon.
Charles Fitzroy, married to Henry, afterwards seventh Dulke of Beanfort, in
1814, died 11th of May, 1821. Thislamented lady left two daughters, altes-
wards Lady Augusta Neumann and Lady Georgiana Codrington.]
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beds, but he had never seen anything like the fortitude and
resignation displayed by her. She died in his arms, and
without pain. As life ebbed away her countenance changed,
and when at length she ceased to breathe, a beautiful and
tranquil smile settled upon her face.

Call round her tomb each object of desire,

Each purer frame informed by purer fire ;

Let her be all that cheers or softens life,

The tender sister, daughter, friend, and wife :

Bid her be all that makes mankind adore,

Then view this marble, and be vain no more.

June 24th.—The King dined at Devonshire House last
Thursday se’nnight. Lady Conyngham had on her head a
sapphire which belonged te the Stuarts, and was given by
Cardinal York to the King. He gave it to the Princess
Charlotte, and when she died he desired to have it back,
Leopold being informed it was a crown jewel. This crown
jewel sparkled in the headdress of the Marchioness at the
ball. Tascertained the Duke of York’s sentiments upon this
subject the other day. He was not particularly anxious to
discuss it, but he said enough to show that he has no good
opinion of her. The other day, as we were going to the
races from Oatlands, he gave me the history of the Duke
of Wellington’s life. His prejudice against him is ex-
cessively strong, and I think if ever he becomes King the
other will not be Commander-in-Chief. He does not deny
his military talents, but he thinks that he is false and
ungrateful, that he never gave sufficient credit to his officers,
and that he was unwilling to put forward men of talent who
might be in a situation to claim some share of credit, the
whole of which he was desirous of engrossing himself.
He says that at Waterloo he got into a scrape and allowed
himself to be surprised, and he attributes in great measure
the success of that day to Lord Anglesea, who, he says,
was hardly mentioned, and that in the coldest terms, in
the Duke’s despateh.!

! [The unjust and unfavourable opinion expressed of the Duke of Wel-
lington by the Duke of York dated from the appointment of Sir Arthur
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December 18th.—1I have not written anything for mounths.
¢Quante cose mi sono accadute!’ My progress was as
follows, not very interesting :—To Newmarket, Whersted,
Riddlesworth, Sprotborough, Euston, Elveden, Welbeck,
Caversham, Nun Appleton, Welbeck, Burghley, and London.
Nothing worth mentioning occurred at any of these places.
Sprotborough was agreeable enough. The Grevilles, Montagu,
‘Wilmot, and the Wortleys were there. I came {o town,
went to Brighton yesterday se’nnight for a Council. I was
lodged in the Pavilion and dined with the Xing. The
gaudy splendour of the place amused me for a little and then
bored me. The dinner was cold and the evening dull beyond
all dulness. They say the King is anxious that form and
ceremony should be banished, and if so it only proves how
impossible it is that form and ceremony should not always
inhabit a palace. The rooms are not furnished for society,
and, in fact, society cannot flourish without ease; and who
can feel at ease who is under the eternal constraint which
etiquette and respect impose? The King was in good looks
and good spirits, and after dinner cut his jokes with all the
coarse merriment which is his characteristic. Lord Welles-
ley did not seem to like it, but of course he bowed and
smiled like the rest. I saw nothing very particular in the
King’s manner to Lady Conyngham. He sat by her on the
couch almost the whole evening, playing at patience, and
he took her in to dinner ; but Madame de Lieven and Lady
Cowper were there, and he seemed equally civil to all of
them. I was curious to see the Pavilion and the life they
lead there, and I now only hope I may never go there again,
for the novelty is past, and I should be exposed to the whole
weight of the bore of it without the stimulus of curiosity.

December 19th.—1 dined with Lord Gwydir yesterday,
and sat next to Prince Lieven. He told me that Bloomfield

‘Wellesley to & high command, and afterwards to the chief command of the
army in Portugal. The Duke of York had at one moment entertained hopes
of commanding that army, but when he was made to understand that this
was impossible he erroneously attributed this disappointment to the intrigues
of those who were preferred before him. This matter is explained with
further particulars sub 24th of December, 1822.

VOL. 1. E
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is no longer in favour, that he has been supplanted by Lord
Francis Conyngham,! who now performs almost all the func-
tions which formerly appertained to Bloomfield. He is quite
aware of his decline, and submits himself to it in a manly
way. He is no longer so necessary to the King as he was,
for a short time ago he could not bear that Bloomfield should
be absent, and now his absence is unfelt. Francis goes to
the King every morning, usually breakfasts with him, and
receives all his orders. He was invited to go to Panshanger
for two days, and was very anxious to go, but he could not
obtain leave from the King to absent himself. Bloomfield
does not put himself forward ; ‘méme il se retire,” he said,
and it is understood that he has made up his mind to resign
his situation and leave the Court. The King is still per-
fectly civil and good-humoured to him, but has withdrawn
his confidence from him, and Bloomfield is no longer his first
servant.

I asked Lieven whether Francis Conyngham, in per-
forming the other duties which had been hitherto allotted to
Bloomfield, also exercised the functions of Private Secretary,
because this involved a much more serious question. He
said that he did not know; all he knew was that whilst he
was at Brighton Bloomfield was absent for five days, ard
that during that time the other had ostensibly occupied the
place which Bloomfield used to hold about the King’s person.
The commencement of this revolution in the King’s senti-
ments is to be dated from the journey to Hanover. Now
Bloomfield sits amongst the guests at dinner at the Pavilion;
the honours are done by the father on one side and the son
on the other.

1822,

July 16th.—Since I wrote last T have been continually in
town. I have won on the Derby, my sister is married,? and

1 [Lord Francis Conyngham, second son of the first Marquis of Conyng-
ham (who was raised to the British peerage in June 1821), afterwards
himself Marquis of Conyngham.]

2 [Miss Greville married Lord Francis Leveson Gower, afterwards Earl
of Ellesmere, in 1822.]
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I have done mnothing worth recording. How habit and
practice change our feelings, our opinions; and what an
influence they have upon our thoughts and actions! Chjects
which T used to contemplate at an immeasurable distance,
and to attain which I thought would be the summit of
felicity, I have found worth very little in comparison to the
value my imagination used to set upon them. . . . London
is nearly over, has been tolerably agreeable; but I have been
very often bored to death by the necessity of paying some
attention to keep up an interest.

July 80th.—Madame de Lieven is ill with the King, and
is miserable in consequence. Lady Cowper is %er confidante,
and the Duke of Wellington; but this latter pretends to
know nothing of it, and asked me the other day what it was,
I am sure in order to discover what people say. When the
Dulke was at Brighton in the winter, he and the King had 3
dispute about the army. It began (it was at dinner) by the
King’s saying that the Russians or the Prussians (I forget
which) were the best infantry in the world. The Duke said,
¢ Except your Majesty’s.” The King then said the English
cavalry were the best, which the Duke denied; then that
an inferior number of French regiments would always beat a.
superior number of English, and, in short, that they were
not half so effective. The King was very angry; the dispute
waxed warm, and ended by his Majesty rising from table
and saying, ‘Well, it is not for me to dispute on such a
subject with your Grace.’ The King does not like the
Duke, nor does the Duke of York. This I know from
himself.

August 13th.—I went to Cirencester on Friday and came
back yesterday. At Hounslow I heard of the death of Lord
Londonderry.!  When I got to town I met several people
who had all assumed an air of melancholy, a visage de
circonstance, which provoked me inexpressibly, because it
was certain that they did not care; indeed, if they felt as

" 1 [Lord Castlereagh, far better known by that name, succeeded as second
Marquis of Londonderry on the 11th of April, 1821—only sixteen monihs
before his death.] e e,

B2
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all, it was probably rather satisfaction at an event happening
than sorrow for the death of the person. It seems Lord
Londonderry had been unwell for some time, but not seriously,
and a few days before this catastrophe he became much
worse, and was very much dejected. He told Lord Gran-
ville some time ago that he was worn out with fatigue, and
he told Count Miinster the other day that he was very
ill indeed. The Duke of Wellington saw him on Friday,
and was so struck by the appearance of illness about him
that he sent Bankhead to him. He was cupped on Saturday
in London, got better, and went to Foot’s Cray. On Sunday
he was worse, and the state of dejection in which he appeared
induced his attendants to take certain precautions, which
unfortunately, however, proved fruitless. They removed his
pistols and his razors, but he got hold of a penknife which was
in the room next his, and on Sunday night or early on Monday
morning he cut his throat with it. There is not a Minister
in town but Lord Liverpool, Vansittart, and the Chancellor.
Lord Bathurst is at Cirencester, the Duke of Wellington in
Holland, Lord Sidmouth in Yorkshire, Peel and Lord Mel-
ville in Scotland with the King. No event ever gave rise
to more speculation with the few people there are left to
speculate, and the general opinion seems to be that Canning
will not go to India,' but will be appointed in his room. It
certainly opens a door to his ambition as well as to that of
Peel, who, unless Canning comes into office, must of neces-
sity lead the House of Commons. Another speculation is
* that Lord Liverpool will take this opportunity of resigning,
and that the King will form a Whig Ministry. I do not
believe Lord Liverpool wishes to resign, and my opinion is
that Canning will come into office.

I had hardly any acquaintance with Lord Londonderry,
and therefore am not in the slightest degree affected by
his death. As a Minister he is a great loss to his party,
and still greater to his friends and dependents, to whom he
was the best of patrons; to the country I think he is none.

' [Mr. Canning had just accepted the office of Governor-General of
India, and was about to go out to that country.]
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Nobody can deny that his talents were great, and perhapshe
owed his influence and authority as much to his character as
tohis abilities. His appearance was dignified and imposing ;
he was affable in his manners and agreeable in society. The
great feature of his character was a cool and determined
courage, which gave an appearance of resolution and confi-
dence to all his actions, and inspired his friends with admi-
ration and excessive devotion to him, and caused him to be
respected by his most violent opponents. As a speaker he
was prolix, monotonous, and never eloquent, except, perhaps,
for a few minutes when provoked into a passion by some-
thing which had fallen out in debate. But, notwithstanding
these defects, and still more the ridicule which his extra-
ordinary phraseology had drawn upon him, he was always
heard with attention. He never spoke ill; his speeches
were continually replete with good sense and strong argu-
ment, and though they seldom offered much to admire, they
generally contained a great deal to be answered. I believe
he was considered one of the best managers of the House of
Commons who ever sat in it, and he was eminently possessed
of the good taste, good humour, and agreeable manners
which are more requisite to make a good leader than
eloquence, however brilliant. With these qualities, it may
be asked why he was not a better Minister, and who can
answer that question? or who can aver that he did not
pursue the policy which he conscientiously believed to be
most advantageous to his country? Nay, more, who can_
say but from surmise and upon speculation that it was not
the best? I believe that he was seduced by his vanity, that
his head was turned by emperors, kings, and congresses,
and that he was resolved that the country which he repre-
sented should play as conspicuous a part as any other in the
political dramas which were acted on the Continent. The
result of his policy is this, that we are mix&d up in the
affairs of the Continent in a manner we have never been
before, which entails upon us endless negotiations and enor-
mous expenses. We have associated ourselves with the
members of the Holy Alliance, and countenanced the acts of
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ambition and despotism in such a manner as to have drawn
upon us the detestation of the nations of the Continent; and
our conduct towards them at the close of the war has brought
a stain upon our character for bad faith and desertion which
no time will wipe away, and the recollection of which will
never be effaced from their minds.

August 19th.~—I went to Brighton on Saturday to see the
Duke [of York] ; returned to-day. The Pavilion is finished.
The King has had a subterranean passage made from the
house to the stables, which is said to have cost 8,000l. or
5,000 5 I forget which. There is also a bath in his apart-
ment, with pipes to conduct water from the sea; these pipes
cost 6004, The King has not taken a sea bath for sixteen
years.

The Marquis of Londonderry is to be buried to-morrow
in Westminster Abbey. It is thought injudicious to have
anything like an ostentatious funeral, considering the cir-
cumstances under which he died, but it is the particular
wish of his widow. Sle seems to consider the respect
which is paid to his remains as a sort of testimony to his
character, and nothing will pacify her feelings or satisfy her
affection but seeing him interred with all imaginable honours.
It seems that he gave several indications of a perturbed
mind a short time previous to his death. For some time
past he had been dejected, and his mind was haunted with
various apprehensions, particularly with a notion that he
was in great personal danger. On the day (the Srd of
August) he gave a great dinner at Cray to his political
friends, some of them finding the wine very good, wished to
compliment him upon it, and Arbuthnot called out, ¢ Lord
Londonderry!” He instantly jumped up with great vivaecity,
and stood as if in expectation of something serious that was
to follow. When he was told that it was about the wine
they wished to speak to him, he sat down ; but his manner
was so extraordinary that Huskisson remarked it to Wilmot
as they came home. In the last interview which the Duke of
Wellington had with him he said he never heard him con-
verse upon affairs with more clearness and strength of mind
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than that day. In the middle of the conversaiion, how-
ever, he said, ‘To prove to you what danger I am in, my
own servants think so, and that I ought to go off directly,
that I have no time to lose, and they keep my horses saddled
that T may get away quickly; they think that I should not
have time to go away in a carriage.” Then ringing the bell
violently, he said to the servant, ¢ Tell me, sir, instantly who
ordered my horses here ; who sent them up to town?’> The
man answered that the horses were at Cray, and had never
been in town. The Duke desired the man to go, and in
consequence of this strange behaviour wvote the letter to
Bankhead which has been since published.

August 20th.—Knighton went with the King to Scotland,
and slept in one of his Majesty’s own cabins, that next to
him. He is supposed to have been appointed Privy Purse.
Bloomfield has got the mission to Stockholm. When Bloom-
field was dismissed a disposition was shown to treat him in
a very unceremonious manner; but he would not stand this,
and displayed a spirit which he was probably enabled to
assume in consequence of what he knows. When they
found he was not to be bullied they treated with him, and
gave him every honour and emolument he could desire.

September 22nd.—I saw Lady Bathurst on the 13th.
Canning had not then sent his answer, and greatly surprised
were the Ministers at the delay. TLesd Liverpool’s proposal
to him was simple and unclogged with conditions—the
Foreign Office and the lead in the House of Commons. The
King’s repugnance to his coming into office was extreme,
and it required all the efforts of his Ministers to surmount
it. The Duke of Wellington and Peel have all the credit of
having persuaded the King to consent, but Lord Bathurst’s
arguments influenced him as much as those of any person,
and he told Lady Conyngham that he was more satisfied by
what Lord Bathurst had said to him on the subject than by
any of the Ministers. I know thatamongst the Canning party
Lord Bathurst is supposed to have joined with the Chancellor
in opposing his appointment. The danger in which the
Dule of Wellington was sensibly affected the King, because
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at this moment the Duke is in high favour with him; and
when he heard he was so ill he sent Knighton to him to
comfort him with a promise that he would reconsider the
proposal of receiving Canning, and the next day he signified
his consent. I saw a note from Lady Conyngham to Lady
Bathurst, in which she gave an account of the uneasiness
and agitation in which the King had been in consequence of
the Duke’s illness, saying how much she had suffered in
consequence, and how great had been their relief, when
Knighton brought word that he was better. The ¢ dear
King,” she said, was more composed. She added that she
(Lady B.) would hear that evening what would give her
pleasure, and this was that the King had agreed to take
Canning. In a conversation also Lady C. said that she
did hope, now the King had yielded his own inclination
to the wishes and advice of his Ministers, that they would
behave to him better than they had done. Canning was
sworn in on Monday. His friends say that he was very well
received. The King told Madame de Lieven that having
consented to receive him, he had behaved to him, as he
always did,in the most gentlemanlike manner he could, and
that on delivering to him the seals, he said to him that he
had been advised by Lis Ministers that his abilities and
eloquence rendered him the only fit man to succeed to the
vacancy which Lord Londonderry’s death had made, and
that, in appointing him to the situation, he had only to
desire that he would follow the steps of his predecessor.
This Madame de Lieven told to Lady Jersey, and she to me.
It seems that the King was so struck with Lord London-
derry’s manner (for he said to the King nearly what he said
to the Duke of Wellington), and so persuaded that some
fatal catastrophe would take place, that when Peel came to
inform him of what had happened, he said to him before he
spoke, ‘I know you are come to tell me that Londonderry
is dead.” Peel had just left him, and upon receiving the
despatches immediately returned ; and when Lady Conyng-
ham was told by Lord Mount Charles that there was a report
that he was dead, she said, *Good God! then he has de-



1822] QUEEN CAROLINE’S RETURN. 57

stroyed himself. She knew what had passed with the King,
and was the only person to whom he had told it.

September 28rd.—George Bentinck, who thinks there
never existed such a man as Canning, and who probably has
heard from him some circumstances connected with his
resignation at the time of the Queen’s trial, told —— that
it was in consequence of a dispute between the King and
his Ministers concerning the payment of the expenses of the
Milan Commission. The Ministers wished the King to pay
the expenses himself, and he wished them to be defrayed by
Government. Lord Londonderry promised the King (with-
out the concurrence of the other Ministers) that the expenses
should be paid by Government, but with money ostensibly
appropriated to other purposes. This Canning could not
endure, and resigned. Such is his story, which probably is
partly true and partly false.

November 5th.—1 have been to Newmarket, Euston,
Riddlesworth, Rendlesham, Whersted, besides going to town
several times and to Brighton. Since I left London for the
Doncaster races I have travelled near 1,200 miles. At
Riddlesworth the Duke of York told me a great deal about the
Queen and Brougham, but he was so unintelligible that part
I could not make out and part I do not remember. What
I can recollect amounts to this, that the Emperor of Austria
was the first person who informed the King of the Queen’s con-
duct in Italy, that after the enquiry was set on foot a negotia-
tion was entered into with the Queen, the basis of which was
that she should abdicate the title of Queen, and that to this
she had consented. He said that Brougham had acted a
double part, for that he had acquiesced in the propriety of
her acceding to those terms, and had promised that he
would go over to her and confirm her in her resolution to
agree to them; that he had not only not gone, but that
whilst he was making these promises to Government he had
written to the Queen desiring her to come over. The Duke
told me that a man (whose name he did not mention) came
to him and said, ¢ So the Queen comes over?’ He said, ¢ No,
she does not”” The man said, ‘I know she does, for
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Brougham has written to her to come; I saw the letter.
If Lord Liverpool and Lord Londonderry had thought
proper to publish what had been dome on the part of
Brougham, he would have been covered with infamy ; but
they would not do it, and he thinks they were wrong. The
rest I cannot remember.!

Welbeck, November 16th.—I have had a great deal of
conversation with Titchfield,? particularly about Canning,
and he told me this curious fact about his coming into
office :—When the King had consented to receive him he
wrote a letter nearly in these words to Lord Liverpool:
* The King thinks that the brightest jewel in the crown is
to extend his forgiveness [I am not sure that this was the
word?] to a subject who has offended him, and he there-
fore informs Lord L. that he consents to Mr., Canning
forming a part of the Cabinet.’ This letter was communi-
cated by Lord Liverpool to Canning, and upon reading it he
was indignant, as were his wife and his daughter. The

1 [This is an erroneous and imperfect account of this important transac-
tion, the particulars of which are related by Lord Brougham in his ¢ Memoirs,’
cap. xvi. vol. iL. p. 352, and still more fully by Mr. Yonge in his ¢Life of
Lord Liverpool,” vol. iii. p. 52. Mr. Brougham had sent his brother James
to the Queen at Geneva to dissuade her from setting out for England, but,
as he himself observes, ‘I was quite convinced that if she once set out she
never would stop short.” Ie met her himself at St. Omer, being the bearer
of a memorandum dated the 15th of April, 1820, which contained the terms
proposed by the King’s Government. He went to St. Omer in company
with Lord Hutchinson, but Mr. Brougham, and not Lord Hutchinson, was
the bearer of these propositions. Lord Hutchinson had no copy of the docu-
ment. The extraordinary part of Mr. Brougham’s conduct was that he never
at all submitted or made known to the Queen the memorandum of the 15th
of April; and she knew nothing of it till she had reached London, when all
negotiation was broken off. This fact Lord Brougham does not explain in
his ¢ Memoirs;” but Lord Hutchinson declared in his report to Lord Liver-
pool that in truth Brougham ¢‘did not appear to possess the smallest
degree of power, weight, or authority over the mind of the Queen’ when at
St. Omer.] ‘

? [The Marquis of Titchfield, eldest son of the fourth Duke of Portland,
Mr. Greville's first cousin, died in the twenty-eighth year of his age.]

3 [The exact words in the King's letter to Lord Liverpool are ¢extend
his grace and favour to & subject who may have incurred his displeasure.’
This letter, Lord Liverpool’s letter transmitting it to Mr. Canning, and
Mr. Canning’s answer to Lord Liverpool, are now all published in Mr.
Yonge's ¢ Life and Administration of Lord Liverpool,’ vol iii. p. 200.7
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consequence was that he wrote a most violent and indig-
nant reply, addressed to the same person to whom the other
letter had been addressed, and which was intended in like
manner to be shown to the King, as the King’s letter was
to him. TUpon hearing what had passed, however, down
came Lord Granville and Mr. Ellis in a great hurry, ang
used every argument to dissuade him from sending the
letter, urging that he had entirely misunderstood the pur-
port of the letter which had offended him; that it was
intended as an invitation to reconciliation, and contained
nothing which could have been meant as offensive; that the
country would be so dissatisfied (which ardently desired and
expected that he should come into office) if he rejected this
overture that he would not be justified in refusing his
services to the public, who so anxiously wished for them.
These arguments, vehemently urged and put in every
possible shape, prevailed, and the angry reply was put in
the fire, and another written full of gratitude, duty, and
acquiescence. :

London, November 24th.—The morning I left Welbeck I
had a long conversation with Titchfield upon various matters
connected with politics and his family, particularly relating
to Lord William’s correspondence with Lord Liverpool about
the Government of India. He showed me this correspon-
dence, in which, as I anticipated, Lord William had the
worst of it. Lord Liverpool’s answer was unanswerable,
He showed me also a very long letter which he had received
from Lord William, together with the copies of the corre-
spondence, which was written the evening before he went
abroad. In this letter (which I only read once, and which
was so long that I cannot recollect it) he gave a detailed
account of his sentiments upon the Indian matter, with the
reasons for his having acted as he did, also his feelings with
regard to the manner in which Canning had behaved upon
the occasion and a conversation which he had with Mrs,
Canning.! This latter I think exceedingly curious, because

1 [Mrs. Canning was the younger sister of Henrietta, wife of the fourth
Duke of Portland, both of them being the daughters and coheiresses of
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it serves to show what the object and the pretensions of
Canning are in taking office, and exhibit that ambition the
whole extent of which he dares not show. It seems that
the Directors were anxzious that Lord William should be
appointed Governor-General, and this he knew through
friends of his in the Court. Government, however, having
signified their dissent to his nomination, Lord Amherst was
nominated by the Court and accepted. Lord William’s
displeasure with Canning arises from an idea that Canning
was backward in supporting his interests in this matter, and
that he kept aloof from Lord William, and acquiesced in
his rejection without ever communicating with him on the
subject. Had Canning stated to him the difficulties under
which he laboured, from his anxiety to serve him on the
one hand and his obligation of coinciding with his col-
leagues on the other, Lord William would not have hesi-
tated to desire him to abandon his interests rather than
involve himself in any embarrassment on his account. He
wrote to Lord Liverpool to complain that the Court of
Directors being inclined to nominate him, Lord L. had in-
terposed his influence to prevent that nomination ;5 that he
did not ask Lord L. to consent to his appointment, but
he did ask him not to interpose his influence to prevent
his nomination, because that nomination was essential to
his character, as proving that the Court of Directors were
satisfied of the injustice with which he had been treated in
the affair of the Vellore mutiny. TLerd Liverpool’s answer
was short and civil, assuring him that he had neither
directly nor indirectly exerted any influence at all, main-
taining his right to give his opinion to the Directors in
case it had been asked, and stating that Lord Amherst had
beex proposed by the Court and accepted by Government.!
Major-General John Scott of Balcomie. Lord William Bentinck, the Duke's
brother, was therefore a near connection, and Lord George Bentinck and
Lord John Bentinck, the Duke's sons, were by their mother's side Mus,
Canning’s nephews. Lady Charlotte Greville, Mr. Charles Greville'’s mother,

was of course connected with Mrs, Canning in the same degree as her brother
Lord William Bentinck. ]

! [Lord Liverpool's letter to the King on this appointment has been pub-
lished by Mr. Yonge in his Life of that statesman, He stated strongly to
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Whilst this matter was still pending, and before Lord
Ambherst’s appointment had been made known, Liord William
went to Gloucester Lodge. He saw Mrs. Canning, and
being anxious to acquire information concerning the Indian
appointment, he told her that she had an opportunity of
obliging him by telling him anything she knew concerning
it. She answered very quickly and in a very bad humour,
¢Oh, it is all settled; Lord Amberst is appointed.” She
then put into his hand a letter which Canning had received
that morning from the Duke of Portland, declining his offer
of the Private Secretaryship for John and George, alleging
as a reason the hostile politics of Lord William and Titch-
field. Mvys. Canning said that she had no idea that they
would not have supported Canning, that she was aware they
differed on some matters of minor importance, but that she
had imagined their general opinions to be similar; that she
had conceived Lord William’s opposition to have been
directed against Lord Londonderry, and that it would have
ceased with his death; that ¢ the present must be considered
as a new Administration, and that Canning must be vir-
tually Minister of the country.” Lord William replied that
he could not view it in that light, that he thought it likely
the introduction of Canning into the Cabinet might effect a
beneficial influence on the measures of Government, and
more particularly that a system of foreign policy might be
adopted more congenial to his sentiments upon that subject;
that it would give him the greatest pleasure to see such a
change of measures as would enable him to give his support
to a Government of which Canning was so conspicuous a
member, but that he could not think that to be a new Ad-
ministration which was composed (with the sole exception of

George IV. his opinion that although Lord William Bentinck was supported
by a powerful party in the Court of Directors, he thought it would be
“humiliating to the Government and productive of the very worst effects
1o appoint to such a station a man who had taken so strong a part in Par-
liamentary Opposition. George IV. replied that he thought it ‘highly un-
advisable that Lord William Bentinck should be the successor of the
Marquis of Hastings.” (Yonge's ‘Life of Lord Liverpool,’ vol. ii. p. 204.)
Lord William Bentinck had previously been Governor of Madras at the time
of the mutiny at Vellore.]
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Canning) of precisely the same persons of which it consisted
before he joined them.

George,! after having refused the Private Secretaryship,
was talked over by Canning and accepted it. He tried to
gain over John, but he refused to share it.

Canning wished that Manners Sutton should be appointed
Governor-General, in order that Wynn might be made
Speaker, and room made for Huskisson in the Cabinet ; but
Wrynn would not have given up his situation, and it is very
much suspected that if he had, the strength of Government
would bhave been insufficient to procure his election as
Speaker, so unpopular is he in the House.

December 24th.—The other day I went to Bushy with the
Duke [of York], and as we passed over Wimbledon Common
he showed me the spot where he fought his duel with the
Duke of Richmond. He then told me the whole story and
all the circumstances which led to it, most of which are in
print. That which I had never heard before was that at a
masquerade three masks insulted the Prince of Wales, when
the Duke interfered, desired the one who was most promi-
nent to address himself to him, and added that he suspected
him to be an officer in his regiment (meaning Colonel Len-
nox), and if he was he was a coward and a disgrace to his
profession ; if he was not the person he took him for, he
desired him to unmask, and he would beg his pardon. The
three masks were supposed to be Colonel Lennox, the
Duke of Gordon, and Lady Charlotte. This did not lead to
any immediate consequences, but perhaps indirectly con-
tributed to what followed. The Duke never found out
whether the masks were the people he suspected.

The last time I was with him he told me a variety of
particulars about the Duke of Wellington’s conduct at the
siege of Seringapatam, of Lord Harris’s reluclance to entrust
the command of a storming party to him, of his not arriving
at the place of rendezvous the first moht of Lord Harris’ s'

! [Lord George Bentinck, third son of the fourth Duke of Portland ;
born 1802, died 1848 d1stm<ru1shed in 1846 as the 1eade1 of the Pro-
tectionist party. ]
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anger and the difficulty with which he was brought to con-
sent to his being employed the second night, when he dis-
tinguished himself so signally. Amongst various other
matters, of which it was impossible to bring away a perfect
recollection, from his confused manner of marrating, and
particularly his inaccuracy as to dates, he told me (with
many recommendations to secrecy) that which immediately
explained to me the dislike which he certainly bears to the
Dulke and (which I did not know before) to Lord London-
derry. He said that after the retreat of our army under Sir
J. Moore from Spain (hewas not quite certain himself as to the
exact period, though a reference to the history of that period
will probably elucidate the matter) Lord L. sent for him, and
communicated to him that it was the intention of Govern-
ment to send out an expedition to Portugal, and to confer
the command of it upon him. He replied that if called upon
he should consider it his duty to serve, but he should never
solicit any command. Nothing more passed at that fime,
but the newspapers by some means immediately got hold
of this project and violently attacked the Government for
thinking of sending him out. He does not appear to have
known what intermediate deliberation led to a change in the
determination of the Ministers in regard to himself. He says
that Lord Chatham, who was much attached to him, and
was then a Cabinet Minister, came to him one day and told
him he was betrayed, and that he was sacrificed to make
way for Sir A. Wellesley ; that soon after this Lord L. sent
for him, and said that he was extremely sorry that public
opinion was so strongly against his appointment to the
command of the army that it was impossible for Govern-
ment to confer it upon him. Soon after this the expedition
was formed, and Sir A. Wellesley was appointed to the
command. This was the Duke’s own version of the trans-
action.
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1823.

Some particulars concerning the late King’s will were told
me by the Duke of York as we were going to QOatlands to
shoot on Wednesday, the 8th of January, 1823. The King
was empowered by Act of Parliament to make a will about
the year 1766. In 1770 he made a will, by which he left
all he had to the Queen for her life, Buckingham House to
the Duke of Clarence, some property to the Duke of Kent,
and to the Duke of York his second best George and some
other trifling remembrance. He considered the Duke of
York provided for by the Bishopric of Osnaburgh. Of this
will three copies were made; one was deposited in the
German chancellerie in England, one in Hanover, and the
other it was believed the King kept himself. He afterwards
resolved to cancel this will, and two of the copies of it were
destroyed, the third still existing (I could not make out by
what means—if he told me I have forgotten—or which copy
it was that survived). In 1810 the King made another will,
but for various reasons he always put off signing it, once or
twice because he wished to make alterations in it; at
length he appointed a day to sign it, but when the Chan-
cellor brought it ome of the witnesses was absent, and the
signature was again postponed. Other days were afterwards
fixed for this purpose, but before the signature was affixed
the King was taken ill, and consequently the will never was
signed.  After the death of the King the only good will,
therefore, was his original will of 1770, which was produced
and read in the presence of the King, the Chancellor, Vice-
Chancellor, Lord Liverpool, the Duke of York, Adair, the
King’s solicitor (Spyer his name), and one or two others
whom he mentioned. Buckingham House, which had been
left to the Duke of Clarence, had been twice sold; the Queen
and the Duke of Kent were dead ; the only legatee, therefore,
was the Duke of York. Now arose a difficulty—whether
the property of the late King demised to the King or to
the Crown. The Chancellor said that the only person who
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had anything to say to the will was the Duke of York;
but the Duke and the King differed with regard to the
right of inkeritance, and the Duke, wishing to avoid any
dispute or discussion or tke subject, begged to wash his
hands of the whole matter. The King conceives that the
whole of the late King’s property devolves upon him per-
sonally, and not upon the Crown, and he has consequently
appropriated to himself the whole of the money and jewels.
The money did not amount to more than 120,000l So
touchy is he about pecuniary matters that his Ministers
have never dared to remonstrate with him, nor to tell him
that he has no right so to act. The consequence is that he
has spent the money, and has taken to himself the jewels as
his own private property. The Duke thinks that he has
no right thus to appropriate their father’s property, but that
it belongs to the Crown. The King has acted in a like
manner with regard to the Queen’s [Charlotte’s] jewels. She
possessed a great quantity, some of which had been given
her by the late King on her marriage, and the rest she had
received in presents at different times. Those which the
late King had given her she conceived to belong to the
Crown, and left them back to the present King; the rest
she left to her daughters. The King has also appropriated
the Queen’s [Caroline’s] jewels to himself, and conceives
that they are his undoubted private property. The Duke
thinks that the Ministers ought to have taken the oppor-
tunity of the coronation, when a mnew crown was to be
provided, to state to him the truth with regard to the jewels,
and to suggest that they should be converted to that pur-
pose. This, however, they dared not do, and so the matter
remains. The King had even a design of selling the library
collected by the late King, but this he was obliged to
abandon, for the Ministers and the Royal Family must have
“nterfered to oppose so scandalous_a transaction. It was
therefore presented to the British Museum.

January 25th.—1 came from Gorhambury with the Duke
of Wellington last Wednesday, and he was very communi-
cative. He gave me a detailed history of the late Congress,

VOL. I F
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and told me many other things which I should be glad to
recollect.

After the two treaties of Paris and Vienna the Allied
Powers agreed to meet in Congress from time to time to
arrange together any matters of general interest which
might arise, and to settle and discuss any differences which
might occur between any two Powers, a rule being laid down
that the affairs of no Power should be discussed without that
Power being invited to the deliberation. The affairs of
Naples were the first that attracted their attention. Austria
complained that the ramifications of the secret political
societies which had sprung up at Naples tended to disturb
and revolutionise the Italian possessions, and demanded the
cousent of the Allied Powers that she should abate the
nuisance. The cause was deemed sufficient to justify her
interference, and the events followed which are known. The
Congress at Verona was assembled for the purpose of taking
into consideration the affairs of Italy, and for discussing the
propriety of relieving Naples from the burden of that
military force which had been maintained there for the
purpose of extinguishing the revolutionary spirit. At this
Congress France came forward and complained that the
revolution which had taken place in Spain menaced her
internal tranquillity, and demanded the advice of Congress as
to the measures she should adopt. In this it will be observed
that the rule of every Power being called upon to attend a
deliberation in which its affairs were to be discussed was
dispensed with. Austria, Russia, and Prussia immediately
replied that if she considered the Spanish revolution to be
dangerous to her repose, she would be justified in stifling
that revolution by force of arms, and offered to-coperate
with her in the attempt. England refused to give any
answer to the demands of France, and demanded in return
what was her case against Spain. To this no answer was
given. The part then taken by the Duke was to deprecate
hostilities, both publicly as Plenipotentiary of England and
privately in the various conversations which he had with the
Emperor of Russia, who seems to have been the strongest
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advocate for making war with Spain. The imprudence of
the Spaniards has afforded some colour to the right assumed
‘by their enemies of interfering with their affairs, for they
have upon several occasions attempted to foment the troubles
which either existed or threatened to appear both in Naples
and Piedmont; and the Emperor of Russia told the Duke
that he had detected the Spanish Minister at St. Peters-
burg in an attempt to corrupt his soldiers at the time of
the mutiny of the Guards, and that he had consequently sent
him out of the country. The Duke replied that if the
Emperor of Russia had reasonable grounds of complaint
against Spain, he would be fully justified in declaring war
against her, and that he would advise him to do so if he
could march 150,000 men into Spain; but in suffering three
years to elapse without making any complaint he had vir-
tually renounced his right to complain, and that it was
unfair to rake up a forgotten grievance against Spain at a
time when she was menaced by another Power upon other
grounds. The Duke said that the Emperor of Russia once
talked to him of the practicability of marching an army
into Spain, and seemed to think he might do so. The
Duke said that the French Government would never allow
it, when he said he could send them by sea. The Duke told
him it would take 2,000 ships. One of the arguments of the
. Emperor of Russia was this : that constituted as their Govern-
ments were (military Governments) it was impossible for
them to tolerate convistently with their own security any
revolution which originated in military insubordination.
After the Congress the Duke returned to Paris, and
found that not only Monsieur de Villeéle was averse to war,
but that the King, Monsieur, and the Duke and Duchess of
Angouléme were equally disinclined to commence hostilities.
His endeavours have been incessantly directed to confirm
their pacific dispositions, and to induce the Spanish Govern-
. ment to display moderation in their language and conduct.
I asked him if such were the sentiments of the ruling
powers in France upon what the question now turned, and
why all idea of war was not abandoned, since both parties
T2
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were pacifically inclined. He said! that France had been
led into a dilemma by a series of erroneous measures, that
hers was a false position, that having made the demands she
had done to the Allied Powers, having held such lofty
language, and having made such a show of military prepara-
tion, her difficulty was how to retract and retrace her steps
with honour and credit to herself; that she was a nation
whose character depended in great measure upon her
military renown, and that it would reflect disgrace upon her
to have made such mighty preparations and assumed so
peremptory a tone without performing any action commen-
surate with the expectations she had raised. He said that
appearances certainly became more warlike, but that he still
hoped peace would be maintained; that if war ensued it
would be entered into contrary to the interests and inclina-
tions of all the parties concerned, and that it would have
been brought about by a succession of circumstances over
which they had no control; that it was impossible for two
armies to remain for a length of time so near each other
without mutual incursions being made, insults and injuries
exchanged, which must inevitably end in a state of warfare
and hostility ; that the recall of the French Minister from
Madrid would contribute to this result, for both in the

1 All this reasoning appears to me exceedingly false, and I do not under-
stand a Government being compelled to adopt measures adverse to her
inclinations and injurious to her interests by circumstances which she could
not control. A wise and vigorous statesman would break through such a
web as that in which the French politics are entangled, and I cannot com-
prehend how the honour of a nation isto be supported by an obstinate ad-
herence to measures which she had been led incautiously to adopt, and which
were afterwards found to militate with her true interests. If the councils of
France were directed by a Minister of a vigorous and independent character
—if such a Minister were to come forward and state frankly to Spain, and
announce to all Europe, that he would not invade the liberty and the rights
of Spain, and instantly put a stop to all hostile preparations, finding argu-
ments for an act of magnanimity, moderation, and justice, which are never
wanting when some deed of lawless ambition and violent aggression is to be
perpetrated, would not such a man acquire a more solid reputation than he
who sacrifices to some punctilio the interests of his own country and the
happiness and repose of millions, how great soever might be the success
with which his efforts should be crowned 2—[C. C. G.]
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Cortes and the Andalusian Junta expressions would be
uttered offensive to the French Government, and misrepre-
sentations would be made which would have the effect of
exasperating the parties and of widening the breach; and
that there being no agent of France at Madrid to furnish
explanations and destroy the effect of the misrepresentations,
there would be a constant correspondence between Madrid
and Paris, in which vent would be given to all the angry
feelings that ever existed.! The Duke advised that no
answer should be given to the notes of the three Powers, nor
to that of the French Minister. Had the Spanish Govern-
ment declined to take notice of the notes, they would have
imposed upon them the difficulty of taking the next steps.
However, he admitted that the answer to the French note
was very moderate. There is no statesman in Spain. There
are some eloquent men in the Cortes, particularly Torreno
and Arguelles. Torreno is the ablest man, but he has
injured his character by peculation. The state of Spain is
such that the most violent and turbulent possess the greatest
share of influence. Portugal is in a state of greater intel-
lectual improvement, and amongst the Portuguese there are
some men of ability—Palmella, and another whose name I
have forgotten. But Spain is not only deficient in men of
education and talent to direct her councils, but she has no
army, and not one officer of capacity. Not one was formed
by the late war, for such were their vanity and ignorance
that they would learn nothing from the English.

Upon one occasion only the Spaniards gained a victor)
the day on which St. Sebastian was stormed. Soult attacked
a Spanish corps commanded by General Freyre. When the
Duke was informed of the attack he hastened to the scene of
action and placed two British divisions in reserve, to support
the Spaniards, but did not allow them to come into action.
He found the Spaniards running away as fast as they could.

! These notes were addressed by the respective Courts to their own
Ministers at Madiid. The Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs need not
have taken any notice of them whatever according to the forms of diplomatic
communication.—C. C. G.]
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He asked them where they were going. They said they
were taking off the wounded. He immediately sent and

-ordered the gates of Irun, to which they were flying, to be
shut against them, and sent to Freyre to desire he would
rally his men. This was done, and they sustained the
attack of the French; but General Freyre sent to the Duke
to beg he would let his divisions support him, as he could
not maintain himself much longer. The Duke said to
Freyre’s aide-de-camp, ‘If T let a single man fire, the
English will swear they gained the victory, and he had much
better do it all himself; besides,look through my glass, and you
will see the French are retreating.” This was the case, for a
violent storm of rain had occurred, and the French, who had
crossed a river, finding that it began to swell, and that their
bridges were in danger of being carried away, had begun to
retreat. The Spaniards maintained their position, but the
Duke said he believed they owed it to the storm more than
to thetr own resolution.

The Duke wrote to Alava some time ago (three years, I
think) and desired him to advise the King from him, now
that he had accepted the Constitution, to throw himself upon
his Ministers. He has not written to Alava, nor Alava to
him, for three years, because he knows that all letters are
opened and read. He says the King of Spain is not clever,
but cunning ; his manners are good. He is in correspondence
with the Allied Sovereigns, and is playing false. Hehasthe
means of corresponding, because, although his household is
composed of men friendly to the revolution, there is no
restraint upon his person, and he sees whomsoever he
pleases. In case of war the French would obtain complete
success. He conceives their object would be to obtain
possession of the person of the King, to overthrow the Con-
stitution, establish the King upon the throne with a Consti-
tution perhaps similar to the French Charte, and to establish
an army of occupation to maintain such an order of things
ti'l he should be able to form an army of his own.

The Duke saw the King of France twice while he was in
Paris. He wus much broken, but talked of living twelve or
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fourteen years. Thesecond time he was in better health and
spirits than the first time. Madame du Caylasent to the Duke
to ask him to call npon her ; he went twice and she was not ab
home. At his levee the King said, ‘Il y a une personne qui
regrette beaucoup de n’avoir pas eu le plaisir de vous voir.’
The courtiers told him the King meant Madame du C.
He went the same evening and saw her. She is a fine
swoman, about forty, and agreeable. She sees the King every
‘Wednesday ; he writes notes and verses to her, and he has
given her a great deal of money. He has built a house for
her, and given her a ferre near St. Denis which is valued at
1,500,000 francs. The King likes M. de Villele ! exceedingly.
He has occasionally talked to the Duke of Bonaparte. One
day, when they were standing together at the window which
looks upon the garden of the Tuileries, he said, ¢One day
Bonaparte was standing here with ——, and he said, pointing
to the Chamber of Deputies, ““Vous voyez ce batiment-la: si
je les démuselais, je serais détroné.” <I,” said the King,
““have given them freedom of debate, and I think I go on
very well with it.”?

The Duke said he had been struck down by a musket
shot whilst reconnoitring the enemy as they were retreating
in the Pyremees. The people round him thought he was
killed, but he got up directly. Alava was wounded a few
minutes before him, and Major Brooke nearly at the same
time. He is of opinion that Massena was the best French
general to whom he was ever opposed.

He said that Bonaparte had not the patience requisite
for defensive operations. His last campaign (before the
capture of Paris) was very brilliant, probably the ablest of

1 Villele was a lieutenant in the navy, and afterwards went to the
Isle of France, where he was a member of the council (or whatever the
legislation was called). At the revolution he returned to France and
lived with his family near Toulouse, became a member of the departmental
body, and subsequently Mayor of Toulouse; he was afterwards elected a
Member of the Chamber, when he distinguished himself by his talents for
debate, and became one of the chiefs of the Ultra party. Ilewas a member
of the Duc de Richelieu’s Government, which he soon quitted, and was one
of the principal instrumeunts in overturning it. He anlicipates a long ad-
ministration.—[C. C. G.]
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all his performances. The Duke is of opinion that if he had
possessed greater patience he would have succeeded in com-
pelling the Allies to retreat; but they had adopted so
judicious a system of defence that he was foiled in the
impetuous attacks he made upon them, and after a partial

. failure which he met with, when he attacked Bliicher at

Laon and Craon, he got tired of pursuing a course which
afforded no great results, and leaving a strong body under
Marmont to watch Bliicher, he threw himself into the rear
of the Grand Army. The march upon Paris entirely discon-
certed him and finished the war. The Allies could not have
maintained themselves much longer, and had he continued
to keep his force concentrated, and to carry it as occasion
required against one or other of the two armies, the Duke
thinks he must eventually have forced them to retreat, and
that their retreat would have been a difficult operation.
The British army could not have reached the scene of opera-
tions for two months. The Allies did not dare attack
Napoleon ; if he had himself come up he should certainly have
attacked him, for his ariny was the best that ever existed.

The Duke added that he traced back the present politics
of France to their chagrin at the dissolution of the Family
Compact. At the general pacification the Duke, on the part
of the English Government, insisted upon that treaty mnot
being renewed, and made a journey to Madrid for the purpose
of determining the Spanish Government. Talleyrand and
the King of France made great efforts to induce the Duke
to desist from his opposition to the renewal of the treaty,
and both were exceedingly mortified at being unable to shake
the determination of our Government on this point.

The Duke of Wellington told me that Knighton!
managed the King’s affairs very well, that he was getting
him out of debt very quickly, and that the Ministers were

! [Sir William Knighton, who was originally the King’s physician, had
been appointed Keeper of the King’s Privy Seal and Receiver of the Duchies
of Lancaster and Cornwall; but in fact he acted as the King’s Private
Secretary, and it was to the duties of that delicate office that the Duke’s
advice applied.]



1823] DUKE OF YORK'S ANECDOTES OF GEORGE 1V, 73

24

well satisfied with him. When he was appointed to the
situation he mnow holds, he called at Apsley House to an-
nounce it to the Duke, and expressed his hopes that the ap-
pointment would not displease him. The Duke said that he
could have no objection, but he would give him a piece of
advice he trusted he would take in good part: this was,
that he would confine himself to the discharge of the functions
belonging to his own situation, and that he would not in
any way interfere with the Government; that as long as he
should so conduct himself he would go on very well, but that
if ever he should meddle with the concerns of the Ministers
he would give them such offence that they would not suffer
him to remain in a situation which he should thus abuse.
Knighton thanked him very much for his advice, and
promised to conform himself to it. It seems that he told
this to the King, for the next time the Duke saw him the
King said he had heard the advice which he had given to
“a person,” and that he might depend upon that person’s
following it entirely.

November 29th.—In the various conversations which T
have with the Duke of York he continually tells me a variety
of facts more or less curious, sometimes relating to politics,
but more frequently concerning the affairs of the Royal
Family, that I have neglected to note down at the time, and
I generally forget them afterwards. I must acknowledge,
however, that they do not interest me so much as they
would many other people. I have not much taste for Court
gossip. Another reason, too, is the difficulty of making a
clear narrative out of his confused commuuications. The
principal anecdotes he has told me have been, as well as I
recollect, relative to the Duchess of Gloucester’s marriage,
to the Duke of Cumberland’s marriage and all the dissen-
sions to which that event gave rise in the Royal Family, the
differences between the King and Prince Leopold, and other
trifling matters which I have forgotten. In all of these
histories the King acted a part, in whick his bad temper,
bad judgment, falseness, and duplicity were equally con-
spicuous. I think it is mot possible for any man to bave
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a worse opinion of another than the Duke has of the King.
Trom various instances of eccentricities I am persuaded
that the King is subject to occasional impressions which
produce effects like insanity; that if they continue to
increase he will end by being decidedly mad. The last
thing which I have heard was at Euston the other day. I
went into the Duke’s room, and found him writing ; he got
up and told me that he was thrown into a great dilemma by
the conduct of the King, who had behaved extremely ill to
him. The matter which I could collect was this :—Upon the
disturbances breaking out in the West Indies it became
necessary to send off some troops as quickly as possible. In
order to make the necessary arrangements without delay,
the Duke made various dispositions, a part of which con-
sisted in the removal of the regiment on guard at Windsor
and the substitution of another in its place. Orders were
expedited to carry this arrangement into effect, and at the
same time he communicated to the King what he had done
and desired his sanction to the arrangement. The Duke’s
orders were already in operation, when he received a letter
from the King to say that he liked the regiment which
was at Windsor, and that it should not move; and in con-
sequence of this fancy the whole business was at a stand-
still. Thus he thought proper to trifle with the interests of
the country to gratify his own childish caprice. He gave,
too, great offence to the Duke, in hindering his dispositions
from being carried into effect, at the same time.

The Duke told me another thing which he thought was in-
directly connected with the first. It seems one of the people
about the Court had ordered some furniture to be removed
from Cumberland Lodge to Windsor (something forthe Chapel).
Stephenson, as head of the Board of Works, on being in-
formed this was done, wrote to the man to know by what orders
he had done it. The man showed the letter to the King, who
was exceedingly incensed, and wrote to Lord Liverpool to say
that Stephenson’s letter was insulting to him, and desired he
might be turned out. After some correspondence on the
subject Lord Liverpool persuaded the King to reinstate
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him; but he was obliged to make all sorts of apologies and
excuses for having done what it was his duty to do.
Stephenson is a {riend and servant of the Duke’s, and in his
ill-humour he tried to revenge himself upon the Duke as
well as on Stephenson, and he thwarted the Duke in his
military arrangements. What made his conduct the less
excusable was that it was important that these things should
be done quickly, and as the Duke was out of town a corre-
spondence became necessary, by which great delay would be
caused.

1824.

March 6th.—Poor Titchfield! died last night at eight
o’clock, hawing lingered for some days in a state which
gave to his family alternate hopes and fears. He was
better till yesterday afternoon, when he was removed into
another room ; soon after this he grew weaker, and at eight
o’clock he expired. He is a great loss to his family, of
which he was by much the cleverest member, and he was
well caleulated to fill the situation in which fortune had
placed him. His talents were certainly of a superior de-
scription, but their efficacy was counteracted by the eccen~
tricity of his habits, the indolence of his mind, and his
vacillating and uncertain disposition. He was, however,
occasionally capable of intense application, and competent
to make himself master of any subject he thought fit to
grapple with; his mind was reflecting, combining, and
argumentative, but he had no imagination, and to passion,
‘the sanguine credulity of youth, and the fervent glow of
enthusiasm’ he was an entire stranger. He never had any
taste for society, and attached himself early to politics. He
started in life with an enthusiastic admiration for Mr.
Canning, but after two or three years, being thrown into the
society of many of his political opponents, he began to
entertain opinions very different from those of Mr. Canning.
He ncver, however, enlisted under any political banner, and

! {William Henry, Marquis of Titchfield, eldest son of the fourth Duke
of Portland.]
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his great object seemed to be to prove to the world that he
belonged to no party. After Mr. Canning came into office
he took the earliest opportunity of informing his constituents
that he was unfettered by any political connection with him.
Titchfield was never at a public school, but was educated at
home. Such an education—the most injudicious which can
be given to a young man destined to fill a great situation—
was not without its effect upon his mind. The superior
indulgences and the early habits of authority and power
in which he was brought up, without receiving correction
from any of those levelling circumstances which are incidental
to public schools, threw a shade of selfishness and reserve
over his character, which time, the commerce of the world,
and a naturally kind disposition had latterly dorte much to
correct. The subject to which he had principally devoted
his attention was political economy, and in the discussions
in the House of Commons upon currency he had particularly
distinguished himself. Whatever he attempted he had done
so well that great expectations were entertained of his future
success, and the indications he had given of talent will
ensure to his memory a lasting reputation. He has died at
a moment the most fortunate, perhaps, for his fame as a
public man ; but his loss to his family is very great, and by
them will be long felt and deeply lamented.

[An interval of two years occurs in the Journal, during
which Mr. Greville wrote nothing.]
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1826.

February 12th.—The last three months have been re-
markable for the panic in the money market, which lasted
for a week or ten days—that is, was at its height for that
time. The causes of it had been brewing for some months
before, and he must be a sanguine and sagacious politician
who shall predict the termination of its effects. There is
now no panic, but the greatest alarm, and every prospect of
great distress, and long continuation of it. The state of the
City, and the terror of all the bankers and merchants, as
well as of all owners of property, is not to be conceived but
by those who witnessed it. This critical period drew forth
many examples of great and confiding liberality, as well as
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some of a very opposite character. Men of great wealth and
parsimonious habits came and placed their whole fortunes at
the disposal of their bankers in order to support their credit.
For many days the evil continued to augment so rapidly,
and the demands upon the Bank were so great and increas-
ing, that a Banlk restriction was expected by everyone. So
determined, however, were Ministers against this measure,
that rather than yield to it they suffered the Bank to run
the greatest risk of stopping; for on the evening of the day
on which the alarm was at its worst there were only 8,000
sovereigns left in the till.! The next day gold was poured
in, and from that time things got better.

In the midst of all this the Emperor Alexander died,
and after a short period of doubt concerning his successor
it was found that Nicholas was to mount the throne. The
first act of the Russian Government was to communicate to
ours their resolution no longer to delay a recognition of the
independence of Greece, and their determination to support
that measure if necessary by force of arms. They invited us
to co-operate in this object, but intimated that if we were
not disposed to join them they should undertake it alone.
The Duke of Wellington is gone to Russia, ostensibly to
compliment the new Emperor, but really to concert measures
with the Russian Ministry for carrying this measure into
effect; and it is remarkable that the Duke, upon taking
leave of his friends and family to set out on this journey,

* [Mr. Baring (Lord Ashburton) stated in his pamphlet on this crisis,
¢The gold of the Bank was drained to within a very few thousand pounds,
for although the public returns showed a result rather less scandalous, a
certain Satarday night closed with nothing worth mentioning. It was then
that the Bank applied to Lord Liverpool for an Order in Council to suspend
cash payment. A conference took place between Lord Liverpool, Mr. Hus-
kisson, the governor of the Bank, and Mr. Baring. The suspension of cash
payments was happily averted, chiefly as it was said by the accidental
discovery of a box of one-pound Bank of England notes, to the amount of a
million and a half, which had never been issued, and which the public were
content to receive Mr. Toolte, however, states in his ¢ History of Prices’
(Continuation, vol. iv. p. 842) that the lowest amount of the banking
treasure was on the 24th of December, 1825: Coin 426,000Z ; bullion,
601,0001 : in all, 1,027,000Z]
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was deeply affected, as if he had some presentiment that he
should never return. Alava told me that he had frequently
taken leave of him, when both expected that they should
never meet again, yet neither upon that occasion nor upon
any other in the course of the seventeen years that he has
known him did he ever see him so moved. Lady Burghersh
said that when he took leave of her the tears ran down his
cheeks; he was also deeply affected when he parted from
his mother.

In the discussion which took place on Friday night in
the House of Commons, when the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer! opened his financial plan, he is deemed to have
made a very bad speech, and Huskisson a very good one.
Robinson is probably unequal to the present difficult con- -
juncture; a fair and candid man, and an excellent Minister
in days of calm and sunshine, but not endowed with either
capacity or experience for these stormy times, besides being
disqualified for vigorous measures by the remissness and
timidity of his character. However, though it is the
peculiar province of the Finance Minister to find a remedy
for these disorders, he may well be excused for not doing
that which the united wisdom of the country seems unequal
to accomplish. All men agree as to the existence of the
evil, and all differ as to the causes of it and the measures
which will effect its removal ; not one man seems to see his
way clearly through the difficulty; however, ¢time and the
hour runs through the roughest day,” and probably the
country will what is called right itself, and then great credit
will be given to somebody or other who deserves none.

February 20th.—The Small Notes Bill,2 as it is called,
Jowered the funds and increased the alarm among the

1 [Right Hon. Frederick John Robinson, Chancellor of the Exchequer
from January 1823 to April 1827; afterwards Viscount Goderich and Earl
of Ripon.]

2 [On the 10th of February the Chancellor of the Exchequer moved in
Committee ‘ That all promissory notes payable on demand issued by licensed
bankers in England or by the Bank of England for less than 5. shall not
be issued or circulated beyond the 5th of April next,” Mr, Huskisson made
an able speech in support of the proposal, showing that the inflation pro-
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monied men. Numerous were the complaints of the in-
efficacy of the measure for present relief, numerous the
predictions of the ultimate impossibility of carrying it into
effect. In the City, however, on Thursday afternoon, things
began to improve; there was more confidence and cheer-
fulness. On Friday evening the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer comes down to the House and surprises everyone
by abandoning one part of his plan, and authorising the
Bank to issue one pound notes till October. The immediate
cause of this alteration was a communication which Hudson
Gurney made to the Chancellor, that if he persisted in his
Bill he should send up 500,000l. which he had in Bank of
England notes and change them for sovereigns, and that all
country bankers would follow his example. From this he
found that it would be impossible to persist in his original
plan. The great evil now is a want of circulating medium,
and as the immediate effect of the measure would be another
run upon the Bank, and that probably all the gold drawn
from it would disappear—for men now are anxious to hoard
gold—this evil would be increased tenfold. The whole
country is in distress from the absence of circulating me-
dium for the common purposes of life; no country banker
will issue notes, for they are instantly returned upon his
hands and exchanged for gold. The circulation of country
notes being generally confined within a very limited extent,
the holders of them can easily present them for payment.
The circulation of a quantity of Bank of England paper will
relieve the immediate distress arising from this necessity,
and the difficulty of exchanging them for gold will ensure
the continuance of their circulation. When men find that
they must take notes, and that gold is not to be had without
so much pain and trouble, they will be contented to take
the notes to which they have been accustomed, and will

duced by the small note paper currency had greatty contributed to cause
and aggravate the panic (‘ Huskisson’s Speeches,’” vol. ii. p. 444). Mr.
Baring, afterwards Lord Ashburton, opposed the restriction of small notes,
but with small success. The period allowed for the contraction of their
circulation was, howerver, extended to the 10th of October. ]
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think the paper of their own bankers as good as that of the
Bank of England, besides the advantage of being less ex-
posed to the losses arising from forgery. This is the argu-
ment of the opponents of Robinson’s Bill. It is generally
thought that the Ministers have disgraced themselves by
their precipitation and by the crudeness of their measures.
Hitherto they have done nothing towards removing the
present distress, or satisfying the minds of men, but the
coutrary. Robinson is obviously unequal to the present
crisis. His mind is not sufficiently enlarged, nor does he
seem to have any distinct ideas upon the subject; he is
fighting in the dark.

Everybody knows that Huskisson is the real author of
the finance measures of Government, and there can be no
greater anomaly than that of a Chaucellor of the Exchequer
who is obliged to propose and defend measures of which
another Minister is the real though not the apparent author..
The funds rose nearly two per cent. upon this alteration in.
the Bill before the House, on account of the prospect of an
abundance of money. Still it is thought that nothing will
be sufficient to relieve the present distress but an issue of
Exchequer bills. So great and absorbing is the interest,
which the present discussions excite that all men are-
become political economists and financiers, and everybody is
obliged to have an opinion.

February 24th.—I have been since yesterday the spectator
of a melancholy scene and engaged in a sad office. Arthur
de Ros,! who was taken ill a fortnight ago, became worse
on Monday night. After this time he was scarcely ever
sensible, and yesterday, at a quarter-past two, he expired.
After they had given up all hopes they were induced again
to suffer them to revive from the disappearance of the most
unfavourable symptoms; but this was only the weakness
which preceded dissolution, and a few moments after his
brother Henry had told me that he did not despair he came
and said that all was over, and a little while after Rose

1 [Colonel the Hon. Arthur John Hill de Ros, born 1793, died February
1823. He was aide-de-camp to his Royg#Highness the Duke of York.]

voL. I. ¢
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announced that he had ceased to breathe. He died tranquilly,
and did not suffer at all. I never saw such a distress. His
father, mother, sisters, William, and his wife went immedi-
ately to Boyle Farm. Henry would have followed them, but
I persuaded him to go home. e went first to Mrs. —,
to whom Arthur had been attached for ten years, and after
a painful interview with her he came to his own house; he
has since been too ill to move. I have never seen grief so
strong and concentrated as his; it has exhausted his body
and overwhelmed his mind, and though I knew him to have
been much attached to his brother, I did not believe him
capable of feelings so acute as those which he has evinced.
William is much more calm and resigned, a strange, un-
accountable thing considering the characters of the two men
—the one so indifferent, and with feelings so apparently
.deadened to the affections of this world, and the other with
a sensibility so morbid, and such acute susceptibility and
strong feelings, that the least thing affects him more deeply
than very serious concerns do other men.

Arthur was an excellent creature, and will be regretted
by the Duke and deeply lamented by all who knew him
intimately. His talents were not brilliant, but he had goed
sound sense, and was besides modest, diligent, honest, and
trustworthy in a high degree. There breathed not a more
honourable man, and as his ambition did not extend beyond
the sphere in which fortune had placed him and he was
.contented with his destiny, but for this illness his career
might have been long and prosperous. I went last might
to sleep at the house, that it might not appear to have been
.entirely abandoned to the care of servants. The only wish
he expressed was that Francis Russell should succeed him,
which I have no doubt he will do.

February 25th.—Received a letter from the Duke of
York (to whom I had written to announce poor Arthur’s
death) expressive of the greatest regret for his loss.

March 2nd.—I am just come from poor Arthur’s funeral.
There were present William de Res, the two Hills, Craufurd,
Torrens, Taylor, Francis Russell, Campbell, and B. Pagel.
The Duke appointed Francis his aide-de-camp directly.
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July 2nd.—Four months since I have written anything.
The Duke of York has been dangerously ill, and it is still
doubtful whether he will recover. I was with him at Frog-
more before Ascot; we went with the King to see Windsor
Castle. His Majesty has since been very much annoyed
about the Duke, cried a great deal when he heard how bad
he was, and has been twice to see him.

The elections have been particularly violent and the
contests very numerous. A batch of Peers has been made;
everybody ecries out against Charles Ellis’s peerage! (Lord
Seaford) ; he has no property, and is of no family, and his
son is already a Peer. The King, when these other Peers
were created, asked Canning to name somebody. He said
he had nobody about whom he was interested but Charles
Ellis, and the King consenting to his elevation, it was all
arranged without his knowledge. However, it is thought
very ridiculous, and that he would have done much better to
have declined it. Clanricarde, too, being made a Marquis
and an English Peer is thought an indirect exertion of
Canning’s influence.

London, December 14th.—The Duke of York very ill; has
been at the point of death several times from his legs
mortifying. Canning’s speech the night before last was most
brilliant ; much more cheered by the Opposition than by
his own friends. He isthought to have been imprudent, and
he gave offence to his colleagues by the concluding sentence
of his reply, when he said, ¢ I called into existence the new
world to redress the balance of the old.’ The I was not
relished. Brougham’s compliment to Canning was magni-
ficent, and he was loudly cheered by Peel; altogether it was
a fine display.

Yesterday the Duke [of York] told me that the late King

1[Charles Rose Ellis, created Baron Seaford in 1826. Lord Seaford was
the father of Charles Augustus Ellis, who succeeded to the title of Lord
Howard deWalden through his mother, ElizabethCatherine Caroline Hervey,
granddaughter of the fourth Iarl of Bristol, who was the last Baron
IToward de Walden, as heir general of Thomas, first Baron. The son of
Lord Seaford had manied a daughter of the fifth Dule of Portland, and was
consequently a connection of Mr. Canning.]

G2
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[George I11.] was walking with him one day at Kew, and
his Majesty said, ¢ The world tells many lies, and here is one
instance. I am said to have held frequent communication with
Lord Bute, and the last time I ever saw or spoke to him was
in that pavilion in the year 1764.” The King went over to ‘
breakfast with his mother, the Princess Dowager, and she
took him aside and said, ¢ There is somebody here who
wishes very much to speak to you.’ ¢Who is it?” €Lord
Bute.” ¢Good God, mamma! how could you bring him here?
It is impossible for me to hold any communication with
TLord Bute in this manner.’ However, he did see him,
when Lord Bute made a violent attack upon him for having
abandoned and neglected him. The King replied that he
could not, in justice to his Ministers, hold any communica-
tion with him unknown to them, when Lord Bute said that
he would never see the King again. The King became angry
in his turn, and said, ¢ Then, my Lord, be it so, and remember
from henceforth we never meet again.’ And from that day
he never beheld Lord Bute or had any communication with
him,

1827.

Friday night, January 5th, half-past one.~I am just come
from taking my last look at the poor Duke.! He expired at
twenty minutes after nine. Since eleven o’clock last night
the physicians never left his room. He never moved, and
they repeatedly thought that life was extinct, but it was not
till that hour that they found it was all over. The Duke of
Sussex and Stephenson were in the next room; Taylor,
Torrens and Dighton, Armstrong and T were upstairs.
Armstrong and I had been there about half an hour when
they came and whispered something to Dighton and called
out Taylor. Dighton told Torrens and they went out; im-
mediately after Taylor came up, and told us it was all over
and begged we would go downstairs. We went directly
into the room. The Duke was sitting exactly as at the

1[His Royal Highness the Duke of York, second son of King George
II1., died on the 5th of January, 1827.]
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moment he died, in his great arm-chair, dressed in his grey
dressing-gown, his head inclined against the side of the chair,
Lis hands lying before him, and looking as if he were in a
deep and quiet sleep. Not a vestige of pain was perceptible
on his countenance, which, except being thinner, was exactly
such as T have seen it a hundred times during his life. Infact,
he had not suffered at all, and had expired with all the ease
and tranquillity which the serenity of his countenance be-
tokened. Nothing about or around him had the semblance
of death ; it was all like quiet repose, and it was not without
a melancholy satisfaction we saw such evident signs of the
tranquillity of his last moments. '

In about a quarter of an hour Taylor and Halford set off
to Windsor to inform the King; the Duke of Sussex went
to the Princess Sophia; letters were written to all the Cabi-
net Ministers, to the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Bishop
of London, and the Speaker of the House of Commons.
Orders were given that the great bell of St. Paul’s should
toll. The servants were then admitted to see the Duke as
be lay. Worley! was very much’ affected at the sight, and
one woman, the wife of Kendal, cried bitterly, and I saw her
stoop down and kiss his hand. The room was then cleared
and surrendered to the Lord Chamberlain’s people. Thus
did I take my last leave of the poor Duke. I have been the
minister and associate of his pleasures and amusements for
some years, I have lived in his intimacy and experienced
his kindness, and am glad that I was present at this last sad
occasion to pay my poor tribute of respect and attachment
to his remains.

After the October meetings of 1825 the Duke came to
town, not in good health. At the end of November the
Duchess of Rutland died, which was a great blow to him,
and probably made him worse. A short time after her
funeral he went to Belvoir, when the Duke of Rutland took
him down into the vault, where he stayed an hour and
returned excessively chilled. From that moment he grew

1 [Worley was the Duke's stud-groom.]
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worse till the time of the Ascot races. We went to Frog-
more two days before the party began, and for those two
days he led a quiet life. When the party was assembled he
lived as he had been used to do, going to the races, sitting at
table, and playing for hours at whist. He slept wretchedly
and seldom went to bed, but passed the greater part of the
night walking about the room or dozing in his chair. I
used to go into his room, which was next to mine, the
moment I was out of bed, and generally found him in his
dressing-gown, looking harassed and ill. He showed me his
legs, which were always swelled. Still he went on till the
last day of the party, and when we got to town he was so
ill that M‘Gregor, who came to him that night, thought
him in danger. From that moment the illness was esta-
blished which has ended in his death. They began by
putting him through several courses of mercury, and they
sent him to the Greenwoods’ villa at Brompton. Here he
continued to receive everybody who called on him, and went
out in his carriage every day. Theyalways said that he was
getting better. In August he went to Brighton, and soon
after his arrival his legs mortified. It was then that Taylor
went down to him and told him that he was in great and
immediate danger. He received the information with per-
fect composure. The gangrene, however, was stopped, and he
came to town to the Duke of Rutland’s house. The dropsy
continued to make rapid progress, and some time in Septem-
ber he was tapped; twenty-two pints of water were drawn
from him. This operation was kept secret, for the Duke
did not like that his situation should be known. He re-
covered from the operation and regained his strength; no
more water formed in his body, but there was still water in
his system, and a constant discharge from his legs, which
occasioned him great pain and made wounds which were
always open and extending. These wounds again produced
gangrene, but they always contrived to stop its progress,
and put the legs in a healing condition. As often, however,
as the legs began to heal the water began to rise, and the
medicines that were given to expel the water drove it again
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to the legs, through which it made its way, making fresh
sores and entailing fresh mortification. In this way he
went on, the strength of his constitution still supporting
him, till towards the end of December, when the constitu-
tion could resist no longer; his appetite totally failed, and
with loss of appetite came entire prostration of strength,
and in short a complete break-up. From that moment it
was obvious that his recovery was impossible, but he con-
tinued to struggle till the 5th of January, although he had
tasted no solid food whatever for above a fortnight. At all
the different periods at which his state was critical it was
always made known to him, and he received the intimation
with invariable firmness and composure. He said that he
enjoyed life but was not afraid to die. But though perfectly
acquainted with his own danger he mnever could bear that
other people should be informed of it, and so far from
acknowledging it, he always told his friends that he was
better, and his language was invariably that of a man who
did not doubt of his recovery. He was particularly anxious
that nobody should know he had been tapped, and it was
not till many weeks after that operation that he talked of it
one day to me. Up to the last moment that I saw him (the
day week before he died) he told me he was better, and he
desired me to tell Montrond, who had called upon him, that
he would see him as soon as he was well enough. He held
the same language to everybody until the day previous to
his death, when he sent for Taylor and Stephenson into his
room. He could then hardly speak, but he took hold of
Stephenson’s hand, and looking at Taylor, said, ‘I am now
dying.’ He tried to articulate something else, but he was
unintelligible. About a fortnight before his death, soon
after his appetite began to fail, Taylor had to aunnounce to
him his danger. He received the intelligence with the
gsame coolness he had before shown, but it was not without
difficulty that he admitted the conviction. A few days after
he received the Sacrament, which was administered by the
Bishop of London, in the presence of Sir H. Halford, Taylor,
and the Princess Sophia. e was then very weak, but calm
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and collected during the ceremony. When it was over he
shook hands with the men and kissed the Princess. The King
saw him the next day, but he was in a lethargic state nearly
the whole time that he was there. For many days before
his death the physicians thought that every day must close
the scene, but such was the natural strength of his constitu-
tion that he evinced a tenacity of life and maintained a
struggle which astonished them all, and of which they
unanimously declared that their practice had never furnished
them with a similar instance. It seems that three years
ago, when he was very unwell, M‘Gregor told him that
unless he was more prudent he would certainly be afflicted
with dropsy. He had been subject to spasms, and in con-
sequence of them was averse to lie down in bed, and to this
pernicious habit and that of sitting for many hours together
at table, or at cards, they attribute the origin of the com-
plaint which has terminated so fatally. Had he been a
more docile patient, from the amazing vigour of his consti-
tution he might have looked forward to a very long life.
His sufferings in the course of his illness have been very
great, and almost without cessation. Nothing could exceed
the patience and courage with which he endured them ; his
serenity and good humour were never disturbed, and he
never uttered a word or complaint, except occasionally at
the length of his confinement. He not only saw all the
visitors who chose to call upon him, even those with whom
he was mot in habits of intimacy, but he transacted the
whole of his public business every day, and every paper was
laid before him and every detail gone through as if he had
been in perfect health. This he continued to within a few days
of his death, till his strength was so entirely exhausted that
he lay in a state of almost complete insensibility. It is re-
markable that from the beginning to the end of his illness
I never saw him that he did not tell me that he was a great
deal better, and he never wrote to me without assuring me
that he was going on as well as possible.

February 12th.—The Duke of York was no sooner dead
than the public press began to attack him, and while those
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private virtues were not denied him for which he had
always been conspicuous, they enlarged in a strain of severe
invective against his careless and ex